


Office of the E]ections and Boundaries Commissions,
107, Queen Street,
Port-of-Spain,

22nd June, 1967.

Sir, - . 3

REPORT ON THE PARLIAMENTARY: GENERAL ELECTIONS, 1966.

1. INTRODUCTORY .

As ‘required byxgaxacﬁmoh (6) of Rule 93 of the Election-Rules
contained in the Third Schedule to the Representation of the People
Ordinance, 1961, as amended by the Representitioh of -the People
(Amendment) - Act, 1966, the Elections Commission comptising the
ollowing five pesons, namely :~ ) .

Sir Alan Reece, C.M.G. ~ Chairman

Sir Lindsay Grant, O.B.E.)

Mr. A H. Busby b

Dr. 5. Moosai-Nabaraj ) Members

- Mts S« Alexander )

duly appointed by the Govemor-General in pursuance of the pmvisions

“of Section 55 of .the Constitution of Trinidad and Tobago, has prepared

this its ‘teport on the Pariamentary Elections, 1966, ziving in
pa:ﬁcu-la: t- .

(a) the n@m_be,t of votes. gou,ed_ for each candidate; by
polling divisions and by postal ballot -
Vide Table 1;°

(5j the number of 1ejected postal ballots —
Vide Table 1;

(c¢) the number of names on the revised lists of elec-
tors = Vide-Table 2; and on the list of postal
. electors — "Vide Table 3, :
2. Ia addition, the Commission deems it fif to include the following

rmation.

11.  Preparation for Elections

3. The first Parliamentary Genem! Elections held in Trinidad
and Tobago since the Country attained independent status were
conducted on 7th Novembet, 1966. '

The Honourable the Speaker,

The House of Representatives,

Red House, Port-of-Spain.
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4. The Commission from its examination of the system of Per-
manent Personal Registration recoguised the need for the intro-
duction of some m&jor tevision of the laws goveming the reyistra-
tion procedure and submitted recommendations in this regard,
Ameadments to the law were enacted on the 15th Apuil, 1966, b

the introduction of ““The Representation of the People (Amend-
ment) Act, 1966'".

U1 Increase in number of Lonstituencies

S. At the General Elections conducted in 1961, there were thicty
electoral - distrigts, -—The ‘Boundares Commission- Order, 1966
adopted the recommendations of the Soundarias Commission that

Trinidad and Tobago should be divided into thirty-six tnastityen-
¢ies,

V. Covemor-General’s Proclamation .and Order

6. On the 24th August, 1966, the Govemor-General of Trinidad

and Tobago issued Proclamation No. 9 of 1966 dissolving Padia-
ment with effect from the 25th August, 1966. :

7. On the 25th August, 1966, by Otder No. 10 of 1966, the Gov-
ernor-General directed that an electoral tegistration be cenducted
in all electoral districts, and fixed ths date of commencement of
the electoral 1égistration as the 26th August, 1966, and the Sth
September, 1966, as-the dny when the Preliminary Lists of Elec-
lors were to be published. ) . - i .

V. FEstablishment of Temporary Registraticn Offices

8. Subsequent to the igsue of the Proclamation and Ozder afore-
said, 77 temporary tegistration uffices were established thrcughout
the 11 registration areas into which the Country is divided. A list
of these offices sppears as Appeadix 1, -

VL. Publicity

9. Before the commencement of the Flectozal registration ap-
peais were made to the public for their co-operation. Radin Broad-
casts and television appearances were made by Commissioners
and Senior Officets of the Electoral Oifice when the importance

i
‘of tegistration of electors was emphasised and detailed escript-

ions of the various phases of the tegistration poceduce were given,

Vil.  Employment of Temporary Stalf

10.  Two hundred and thirty (230) Temporaty Assistant Registra-
tion Officers were employed to catry out registration duties at
vatious centees, . In addition to these officars, 896 petsons serv-
ed as Scustineers, : b

11, " To cope with tha increased flow of wiotk arriving at the Cen-
tral Llectoral Office fem the ficld divisions ii was necessary to
empioy 293 additional temporety officers, In cettain seciions of
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the Central Electoral Office a shift system was introduced to en-
able the work to be completed on schedule,

Vi1l. Publication of-Preliminary Lists and Extension of
period of Electoral Registration

12. The preliminary lists of electors showing a total 0f.398,229
getsons were published as required on Sth September, 1966, and

om that day the public began to-display considerable interest in
the:pending ‘elections. .Applications for registration, re-registra-
tion _and changes of addiesses were received from a considerable

. numbes of electors and the fact that thousands of registrants had
“changed their addtesses during the years 1961 to. 1966 without

notifying the Registration Officers concerned now came .to light.

‘Representatives of political parties complained to the Elections

Commission, of ‘the difficulties “being “experienced: by potential -

electors’ at various registration offices which were attended by
large crowds, - .

-13.: "By the 10fh -Septembe,t.‘ 1966, that is, the fifth day after the

posting up of the preliminary~lists, it became manifest that the
exercise Could not be completed within the ten-day period as te-
quired by law. . An’extension of the statutory period was accord-
ingly sought.. .Cabinet gave consideration to. the Commission’s
proposals, and an. apptopriate amendment ‘to the Registration
Rules was made by the Governot-General under the powers con-
ferred on him by section 159 (1) of the Representation of the Peo-
glee Otdinance, '1961. The full effect of this extension of time can
seen: from an ‘examination of Appendix 11. In spite of the ex-
tended: time, there was a ‘last minute’ rush to témporary registra-
tion offices and on':the. 20th ‘Septembet, the closin te for fe
tration, these offices.were swamped hy thohs_ands,{:c‘;f;fi‘
seeking to be registeréd.” Several Assistant Registration

etson’s
fficers

egis..

therefore, had perforce to work from 9,00 4.m, until midnight at- |

tending to applicants. ‘
1X. - Publication of Supplementary Lists

14 . The Snpplemﬁitaty Lists of electors were published on 27th
September, 1966, and .copies were posted up as réquited by law.

15. . By appropriate advertisements in ihe;p:ess and radio broad-
casts, the ‘co-operation of the public was invitéd in éxamining

‘theselists in  an attenipt to make them as accutate as possible,
Very few' claims: and -objections ware rec#ived ?K Registration

Officers, and accordifigly the Central Electoral-QOffice proceede
to undestake the preparation of the Revised Lists.:. - o

X. Reviséd Lists

16. There was considerable delay before the preparation of the
revised lists could be commenced principally because of the
amount of checking that was necessary to esta‘{ﬂish the accuracy
of the information’ on charges of tesidente given by electors.
Most of the notifications of changes of addiesses had been receiv-
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ed by the Registration Offjcers either on the 19th or 20th Septem-
ber, 1966, and as the checking processes in the field wete indis-

ensable pre-requisites to the tzansferring of the record cards
between tesistration offices throughout the Country, those investi-
§anons had te be completed before the lists cocald be posted,
Then, too, there were reports made to the Commission that-persons
were attempting (o be tegistered in areas in which they did not
nomally reside for the purpose of improving the voling potential

of-a particulas party in certain consttuencies. Cowplaints of this

Sott compeiled the Commission ta increase the force of Temporary
Area Inspectors to 220.

17.  The Commission therefore had to ditect its attention to the
tate of production of tevised lists Leadng in mind that the entite
exercise had to be completed in feventeen days’ time. The print-
ing facilities at the Central Electoral Office beiag inadequate, the
assiztance of other Govemment Agéncies and private organiza-
tions was obtained, The offset printing divisions of the Govern-
ment Printery, Colonial- Life Insuzence Company, Port- of-Spain

City Council, and British West Indian Airways Limited wete utiliz- .

ed, and typists from several Goverament Ministries and Depart -
ments.were employed, . ’

18. On completion, ‘the Revised Lists of electors camied a {otal |

of 459,83¢9 naees, an increase of 81,328 over the 1961 figuace of
378,511. Vide'Table' 2, .

XL Selection of Polling Statiens .

19.- The Commission appointed ihe following persons to make
recommendations on the suitability of certzia piaces for selection
@s Peolling Stations @ :

The Acting Chief Flactios
Supt. V. Rique ~ for <2 tnty reasons

Mr. C. Sampson of the Ministry of Woks =
for construction and tzansport.

To ensure that the places salected were niwvided with eloc-
tricity for voting machines, the assistance of tne Electrical digi-
sion of the dinistry of Works and the Area Ernginaet of the Trinidad
and Tolago: Electricity Commission was also obtained, -

20. Wherever possible, public buildings were \sued as polling
Slations, Before voting machines wreca installed, the Conmission
had to be satisfiad that strict Security moasures were takan and
that the floor of the building was atle o supsott the combined
waight of electors and machines. I¢ was also nacessary to have
an adequate sunply of electiical power with suitally lecated wal
outlets, In some arens wheia these equirements could not be
satisfiad, specially desipnad huts, eichtin numbes, erected hy the
Buildings Beanch of the Ministry of Vet i+ for electrici
wete biought into use an election d v, 56 buildings weee
selected to accomodate one thorsand one lundred polling stationg
an increase of 154 stations over the 1551 figute nf 045,
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qgliﬁcal partties, three other. politi.ca_li&:onrsfand six independents.
cu : :

. 'ed as Voting Machine

X11. Issue of Wnt of Election

21, The Writs of Election were issued by the Govemot;Ge_netal :
-on the 24th September, 1966, fixing Nomination Day as the 1lth
‘October, 1966 and Polling Day as the 7th November, 1966.

. X111,  Appointment of Retumning Officers
and Election Clerks

22. Of the 36 Reluming Officers appointed, two wete retired
Hedd Teachers, 4 were tetired Civil Servants and 30 were seniot
~officers employed in the public service. ~The fitst meeting of Re--
tuming Officers. with the Acting Chief Election Officer was held -
on: the 22nd, September, 1966, at which time they were advised of
-their selection and wete given a genezal outline of the nature of
:the duties they were to perform. The second meeting was held on
. the 23rd September, 1966, at which booklets containing instructions
~~on the duties of Retuming Officers were circulated and the Acting
~Chief Election Officer explained in great detail the various phases -
~of the election. procedure, with special emphasis on the issue “and
-zeceipt of postal votes. ‘Additional instructions wetre given to the
- Retuming Officers on 24th September, 1966, 9th and 31st October,
1966, and finally on 2nd November, 1966. To ensure that they
-would have practical knowledge of the operation of voting machines,
-they were required to attend Lecture Demonstrations at.the Govem-
Mne_atF -'Irainag" College in Port-of-Spain dnd the Naparima Bowl in

E emando. - . ‘

-~ X1V, - Nomination of Candidates

-'"23. On Nomination Dav.156 candidates’ were &uly nominated to
--contest the 36 seats. Whereas in 1961 thete were two main politi-
- cal parties contesting the 30 seats, there were in 1966 four main

he Retumning Officers 1eported no d ties,

XV.  Selection and Training of Cu;stodians

24. Tw‘enty~ﬁvevper§on's, tectuited locéily_from variousiGovem-
sent Ministries. and De; a:tmdints and Statutoty: Bodies, were train-
ustodians. i

XV1L. Preparation and Exam.inationfof Voting Machines

+"25. - Apart from’ the regular maintenance checks, the Commission,

- 'prioz to the election, directed that @n up-to-date check be made on

--each individual machine to ensure that it was functioning properdy.
This was done under the supervision of technicians of the Shoup
Voting Machine Corporation of the United States of America, Manu+’
facturers of the Machines.

'XVIL Preparation of Machines for Election

. - .26 In accotdance with the requirements of Election Rule~’24.‘

-paragraphs (1) and (2), the trained custodians, on-the direction of
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the Elections Commission, completed the preparation of the voting
machines for use at the election.

27. As provided by Yamgtaph 3 of Election Rule 24, the Elec-
tions Commission, by letter issued on 26th October, 1966, caused

.notice to be given to the Secretary of each olitical party having
8 Y 5 pazty g

candidates to be voted for at the election and to each independent
candidate concemed, that Wednesday, 2nd November, 1966, at the
hour of nine o’clock in the forenoon, at the Voting Machine Ware-
house, Golden Grove Prisons, Atouca, had heen fixed as the date
and time when and the nlace where the voting machines to be used
at the Parliamentary General Elections to be held on Monda , 7th
November, 1966, could be viewed by one representative of each
such political parg, and every such’ candidaie or his tenresenta-
tive, who was entitled to be present and to observe that the voting
Machines had been properly prepated fne voting .and wete in nproper
condition and order for use at the election.

28. As a result of tepresentations made by nolitical parties to
increase the number of their representatives who might view the
machines, the Commission agreed to nermit six renresentatives of
cach political party to be present and view the machines on fhe
appointed day.. On the 2nd November, 1966, representatives of
political parties and independent candidates iwere present at the
oting Machine Warehouse snd were rermitted to view the voting
machines in the manner prescribed by Election Rule 24.

XYI 1. Postal Voters .

29. At the request of the Commission, and with the co-operation
of the Postal Depantment, a special courier service was estah-
lished to facilitate the collection and distiibution of covering en-
velopes containing pustal ballots. i

30. Applications to vote by post were received from members of
the Police Force, Special Reserve Police Force, Estate. Police
Establishment, Trinidad and Tobago Defence Forces, patients from
ublic hospitals and institutions as well asg from eiection. officers,
n some instances, however, Retuming Officers experienced diffi-
cully in dealing with such applications especially in cases where
Registration Recoed Numbers were not stated, and exhaustive
searci: became necessary to trace ‘the names of applicants on the
lists of electors. .

XIX.  Deliver of Voting Machines to Polling Stativas

31 During the period 3td to 6th Novem her, 1966, unde: the direct
supervision of the Commission, nine hundred and ninety-one (99]1)
voling machines were despatched under Police escori from the
Warchouse to the various nolling stations throughout Trinidad aud
Tobago, and thereafter placed under security,

32; In the course of transportation, there were two mishaps. At
Besson Strcet, Port-of-Spain, eight machines fell from a truck to
the ground and were damaged. In the other instance, one machine
fell from a truck' at Chaguanas, All of these machines were im-
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mediately returned to the Warehouse, and replaced by others. )
XX.  Presiding Officers, Poll Clerks and Machine Attendants

33. Presiding Officers, Poll Clerks and Machine Attendants were
ag ointed on the recommendation of Retuming Officers. As many
of:‘these officers had no. previous experience in election duties an

‘extensive training programme ‘became necessary. Copies. of an in-

structional booklet and & voting machine manual were given to
each person. Lectures on the specific duties each person was re-

. quired to getfotm were given by the Acting Chief Election Officet,
1

enior Officers of the Central' Electoral Office and by Retumin
Officers. In addition, lecture demonstration sessions were hel
at the following centres ;= : : 5 :

(@) Govemment Training College, Port-of-Spain, for officers

. employed to sérve-in the Electoral Distiicts of Port-of-
Spain East, Port-of-Spain West, Port-of-Spain North-East, -
Port-of-Spain Central,. Port-of-Spain South, Diego Martin

East, Diego Maitin West, Arima, St. Augustine, Tuna-

puna, St Ann's, Laventille, Barataria, San Juan East,

San Juan West, St. Joseph, Toco/Manzanilla and Nariva;

(6) Naparima Bowl; San Femando, fot officersiin the Elec
toral Districts of San Femando East, San Femando West,
Caroni East, Chaguanas, Couva, Tabaquite, Pointe-a-
Pieme, Princes Town, Naparima North, Naparima South,
Oropouche, Siparia, Fyzabad, La Brea, Point Fortin and
Ortoire/Mayaro; and - S . i

(c) County Hall, Scarborough, Tobago, for officers in the
Flectoral Districts of Tobago East and Tobago West.

XXL  The Poll

34, Even before the hout fixed by law for the commencement of the
poll on Election Day, ‘complaints began to_flow into the Centx | Elec-
toral Office. These reports for the most part related to the jnahility of
some Presiding Officers to set.yp.the units for voting, The'services of
twained personnel ‘whom-the Commission had. teviously appointed-to
perfom itinerant custodian: duties-throughout Trinidad and Tobago were
immediately brought into use. .Ii:addition, Membets of the Commission

“travelled  in radio-equipped police cars in the vadous electoral districts

for which by arangement they were responsible; to-ensure that com-
plaints would receive immadiate’ attention. It should be noted that in a
special bxoadmst_ on the ev:ning of the 4th November, 1966, the Chair-
man of the Commission had given.nétice to the public of the proposed
itinerary of the Members of the Commission on Po. ing Day, .

35. At the Central Flectoral Office there was a panel of twelve (12)
officers working altemately on six (6) telephones to receive reports and
despatch custodians to centtes from which complaints weze made,

36. Within the first half-hour of the schedule time for the opening
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of the polls, numerous reports weie teceived that there were delays
in the opening of scme olling stations, that sone voting machines
were not functioning anc’lj that certain Presiding Officers had broken
the front door keys of voting machines, Custodians detailed to in-
vestigate these complaints teported that the situation was bein
- exapgerated, and thal in fact enly a few of the cases tequi:es
technical - assistance, In other cases custodizns ‘were unable to
render effective assistance, and 5o the machines were withdrawn
fom use and replaced, In other zases, electors were directed to
cast their votes on . another machine in the same polling station,
37. In spite of carefyl planning, there were delays in operation
in’ certain polling stations. Some stations did not commence busi-
ness until long after six o’clock in the motning, and in a couple
of cases not until the aftemoon. Ope reason for these delavs was
t.2 omission from the lists of the nomes of some electors claiming
to be qualified to vote. In cases of this sort the Returning Officer
3 the ‘station and took appropriate action. :

38. In cases whete the machines failed to operate electrically,
manual operation was resorted to,

XXIt:  Comments by Representative of the Shoup Voting
Machine Corporation on tire Operation of the Vor-
v - tng Machincs on-Potliny Tlay,

1

39. A representative of the Shoup Voting Machine Corporation
who, at the request of the Commission, was in the Ceuntey to he
available during the Poll, and who visited polling stations, tepert-
ed that ;- _ )

(a) Many of the complaints'investigated showed that de-
7S in voting resulted from the failuze of voters to
leave their X marck showing, ot to open the custains
lto» complete théir votes, This caused inevitalle de-
ays;

(5) in some instances, voiirg machine keys were broken
as a result of attempts made o use the wrong keys
to open the machines, This also.caused coasider-

-7 7 able'loss of time befote voting stazted

(c) there were vetyfew cases of mechanical difficstiies
with the mdchines,

.

© XKL Resels

40. Reports from the preliminary count began amiving at the Con-
tral Llectorui Qffice from Retuming O ficars shortly after 9,000, m,
on Polliny Day and continned unts atout 1,30 aun, on the follovwe
ing day, 1le final counts were completed i the foilowing srdes ;-




" Democratic Labour Party and the Libera

9 Returning Officers declared tesults on  8th November, 1966

7 - o 5 - ss -+ 9th November, 1966
12 » " »» » 10th November, 1966
3 - - i YR .5 i-lth November, 1966
3 wo e s+ 14th November, 1966
2

” ‘ L 2] 1 . "V " ls‘h Novemht’ 1966'

XX1V.  Political

.41, .One hundred and f£fty-six (156) candidates contested the

- Elections, - One hundred and fifty (150) of them had party affilia-
‘tions, and six (6) were independents. . '

42, Pazt} Symbols were allocated to seven (7) patties as follows:-

- "People’s National Movement cciceecencsnsensessse. Balisier Flower
‘Democratic: Labout Party ceeeceersecssesssosssseseess Flaming Torch
Liberal Party ...... asenee s Atrow
Motkers and Farmers’ Party cceieeeeievesesiveonssecrsessasess Hand

People’s Democratic Party .....,....Q..............:......,..«;... Wheel
“Butler Party ‘ ' +essneses Palm Frond
“Seukeran Iﬁdepmdeng- Party .....,...,...........'....._..‘Bby's Head.

43, Three (3) of the Parties — the PeoP!e's National Movement,

-Pasty ~'nominated can-.
sdidates in all of the thirty-six (36) constituéncies. The Workers
-and Famers' Party nominated candiddtes: for thirty-five-(35) seats,”
The Butler Party -nominated candidates in-four (4) constituencies,
‘the Seukeran Independent Party in two'(2) constituencies, and-the
People’s Democratic Party in one (1) constituency.

44, The People’s Natienal Movement won twenty-four.(24) of.the
thirty-six (36) seats-and- the Démocratic Labour Pasty twelve (12).
“The percentage of votes cast for each 't httg' and the combined
wotes of all [ndependents are shown at T gle . .

45. Eighty-two (82) candidates failed to obtain one-eighth of the
total votes cast in their respective constituencies and thetefore
lost their deposits. Seventy-six (76) of thése were candidates with
-party affiliations, and six {(6) were independents. T

22"y  XXV.' Request for Check of Poll Results

46. On the 11th November, 1966, an application ‘in writing, made
under the provision of Election Rule (92) (1) (a) of the Represent-
ation of the People Ordinance, 1961, was submitted to the Com
mission on behalf of Mr. Stephen Maharaj, a candiddte for the







