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VII

REPORT ON THE TOBAGO HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY ELECTION
HELD ON 19™ JANUARY 2009

February 26, 2009

The Honourable Hazel Manning
Minister of Local Government
Kent House

Long Circular Road
MARAVAL

Dear Madam

Rule 108(6) of the Election Rules of the Subsidiary Legislation of the Representation of
the People Act, Chapter 2:01 (the Act) specifies that the Elections and Boundaries
Commission (the Commission):

“... shall immediately after each election, cause to be printed a report giving —

(a) the number of votes polled for each candidate, by polling divisions;

(b) the number of rejected ballots; :

(c) the number of names on the revised lists of electors and on the list of special
electors; and

(d) any other information that it may deem fit to include;

and shall forthwith forward a copy of the report to the persons respectively set out in
sub rule (5)(b).”

The persons named in sub rule (5)(b), in the case of a Tobago House of Assembly
election, are:

* The Minister; and
¢ The Chief Administrator of the Tobago House of Assembly.

Accordingly, the Commission is pleased to submit its report on the Tobago House of
Assembly election held on 19" January 2009.

The data referred to at (a) and (b) are given at Appendix I and those at (c) at Appendix
I1.

The requirements of 108(6) (d) supra are met by the following:



VIII

1. Prologue

Significantly, the legal basis of the Tobago House of Assembly Election held on 19™
January 2009 was: “The Elections and Boundaries Comrmsswn (Local Government)
(Tobago House of Assembly) Order, 2004 dated 17" November 2004 made by the
President of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago under Section 4 of the Elections
and Boundaries Commission (Local Government) Act and issued as Legal Notice No.
319,

This Presidential Order was based on the Eighth Report of the Elections and
Boundaries Commission on the boundaries of the Electoral Districts in the Electoral
Area of Tobago dated August 23, 2004.

Reversion to this Order came about in circumstances which militated against the
Commission’s submission of its Ninth Report.

These circumstances have their genesis in the discovery by the Commission of a
number of lacunae in the Elections and Boundaries Commission (Local Government)
Act, Chap. 25:50 which necessitated governmental and parliamentary action to rectify
the problem.

The relevant legislation, Act 27 of 2008, was assented to by His Excellency the
President on 12" December 2008, a mere thirty-eight days before the date of the Poll.
Evidently it would have been 1mp0531b1e for the Ninth Report of the Commission to
be used as a basis for the election on 19™ January 2009.

However, it is to be noted that Section 10 of Act 27 of 2008 provides as follows:

“10.  Notwithstanding section 4(2)(c) and 4(6) of the Act and any other written
law, for the purposes only of the Tobago House of Assembly elections in
2009, the Report and the Elections and Boundaries Commission (Local
Government) (Tobago House of Assembly) Order, 2004, shall subsists
(5ic) and remain valid and effectual for the aforementioned elections.”

It is noteworthy that the Commission submitted its Ninth Report on the boundaries of
the Electoral Districts in the Electoral Area of Tobago to your good self on 22™
December 2008.

2. Electoral Registration and Nomination of Candidates
An electoral registration was, in accordance with Section 30 of the Act, directed by
His Excellency the President of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago to be held for

each of the said Electoral Districts over the period 15™-23" December 2008 inclusive.

The nomination of candidates was fixed for Saturday 27 December 2008. However,
since by law an event scheduled to take place on a Saturday or Sunday may take place
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. on the next day not being a Saturday or Sunday ...” the actual nomination of
candidates was executed on Monday 29™ December 2008.

In accordance with the provisions of sub-section (2) of Section 22 of the Tobago
House of Assembly Act, Chap. 25:03, Polling Day in each of the twelve Electoral
Districts of the Electoral Area of Tobago was fixed for Monday 19™ January 2009.

- Revised and Supplemental Lists of Electors

As was stated in “The Report of the Elections and Boundaries Commission on the
Tobago House of Assembly Elections held on Monday 17% January 20057, the
electorate eligible to vote in that election numbered thirty-eight thousand, six hundred
and eight (38,608). For the 19" January 2009 Poll the total number of eligible
electors was forty-two thousand, six hundred and twenty-three (42,623) which
number included the names of nine (9) persons added and thirteen (13) deleted by
way of the Supplemental List.

. Polling Stations and Staffing

Ninety-Seven (97) polling stations were established throughout the electoral area of
Tobago to serve electors in the sixty-seven (67) polling divisions. Five Hundred and
seven (507) poll-day staff comprising Presiding Officers, Deputy Presiding Officers,
Poll Clerks and Officers-in-Charge of Ballot Boxes were selected from a group of
over six hundred and fifty (650) who underwent training initially. The total staff
complement also included nine (9) Roving Officers and twenty (20) Information
Officers who were assigned to selected polling stations.

Public Education and Publicity

Pertinent election-related information was disseminated to the electorate via the three
(3) indigenous media houses — The Tobago News which is a weekly publication;
television Tobago Channel 5 and Radio Tamarind by the Public Education and Public
Relations Unit (PEPRU) of the Elections and Boundaries Commission. These media
houses broadcast and published several election-related advertisements which
comprised radio and television spots and features, as well as newspaper inserts. The
information targeted the electorate to assist them in one way or another in the process
of exercising their franchise.

The media houses also covered events organized by the Commission, one of which
was a ceremony to present the Writs of Election issued by His Excellency, The
President to the four (4) Returning Officers by the Chairman of the Elections and
Boundaries Commission, at the Mount Irvine Bay Hotel. It was the first time that
such a ceremony took place in Tobago, and so reversed the practice of having the
Returning Officers come to Trinidad to receive their instruments. The Chairman’s



address to the Returning Officers received media coverage in Tobago and was also
transmitted to Trinidad through the Tobago-based journalists.

Election information was also posted by PEPRU on the THA’s Information
Technology ‘2 1 1” Contact Centre located throughout Tobago. This was accessed by
two hundred and forty-six (246) electors on election-day.

. Contesting Parties and Conduct of the Poll
At the close of Nomination-Day proceedings, twenty-five (25) candidates had been
nominated to contest the election. Twenty-four (24) represented two political parties

and there was one (1) Independent.

Parties and the abbreviation of their names, description of party symbols and the
number of candidates fielded are as follows:

Name of Political Abbreviation Description of Number of
Party Symbol Candidates

People’s National PNM Balisier Flower 12

Movement
Tobago Organisation of TOP A rooted samaan tree 12
the People superimposed within
two hemispheres
Independent Ind. The Clock 1

. Commission’s Visits to Polling Stations

On polling day, the Commission visited forty-four (44) polling stations in ten (10)
Electoral Districts and observed the voting process at close hand.

. Results

The results of the election showed the People’s National Movement winning eight (8)
seats and the Tobago Organisation of the People four (4), while the Independent
candidate was unsuccessful.

The latter failed to obtain the statutory minimum of one-eighth of the total number of
votes polled by all the candidates in the Electoral District in which they contested,
and accordingly had his deposit forfeited.

. Recounts

On 20™ January 2009, the election agent of the PNM candidate for the Electoral
District of Canaan/Bon Accord submitted a written request to the incumbent
Returning Officer for a final count. The recount commenced at 10:45 a.m. on 21%
January 2009 and was called off by the said election agent at 2:20 p.m. of the same
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day after the ballots from four (4) polling stations had been counted. The outcome of
this exercise was the rejection of a ballot counted initially for the PNM candidate
whose original tally was accordingly reduced by one. '

In the Electoral District of Scarborough/Calder Hall, the Returning Officer of this
district received on Tuesday 20™ January 2009 at 11:55 a.m. a written request for a
recount from an official of the Tobago Organisation of the People (TOP) who was
neither the candidate nor election agent as required by Election Rule 101(1).
However, based on the oral request made by the election agent of the TOP candidate
who had delivered this written request, the Returning Officer commenced the recount
at 3:00 p.m. on the same day. Two hours and thirty-five minutes afterwards, by
which time the ballots of six (6) polling stations had been recounted, the exercise was
called off by the candidate; the ballots of two (2) polling stations remaining
unexamined. In the final determination, one (1) ballot for the TOP candidate and
three (3) ballots for the PNM candidate were deemed rejected ballots.

The aforementioned recounts did not alter the results of the Poll status quo ante in the
electoral districts of Canaan/Bon Accord and Scarborough/Calder Hall.

It is to be noted that an official of the TOP had sent written requests to the Returning
Officers for the Electoral Districts of Black Rock/Whim/Spring Garden,
Plymouth/Golden Lane, Parlatuvier/L’ Anse Fourmi/Speyside, Roxborough/Delaford,
Buccoo/Mt Pleasant, Bethel/Mt Irvine and Lambeau/Signal Hill seeking recounts of
the ballots cast in these districts but these were not entertained on the ground that they
did not meet the requirement of Election Rule 101(1) which states inter alia:

“Where by 12:00 noon on the day following the closing of the poll neither a
candidate nor his agent requests the Returning Officer to conduct a final count
the Returning Officer shall confirm the count conducted by the Presiding Officer
as set out in his Statement of the Poll.”

Closure
Based on the Commission’s observations, the results of the election appear to be a

genuine expression of the will of the people. That they were able to do so freely and
fearlessly augurs well for democracy in Tobago.



The data contained in Appendices IIL, IV, V, VI, VII, VIII, IX and X are provided
under Rule 108 (6) (d). *

Yours faithfully,

....................................

MARK RAMKERRYSINGH KENNETH LYNCH
MEMBER MEMBER
........ SR
LEWIS CHARLES NOEL KALICHARAN

MEMBER MEMBER
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APPENDIX 11
ELECTIONS TO THE TOBAGO HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY, 2009

NUMBER OF NAMES ON THE REVISED LIST OF ELECTORS
AND ON THE LIST OF SPECIAL ELECTORS

ELECTORAL DISTRICT NUMBER OF NUMBER OF
NAMES ON THE NAMES ON THE
REVISED LIST LIST OF
OF ELECTORS SPECIAL ELECTORS
(Extracted from Revised list)
BACOLET/MOUNT ST. GEORGE 3,293 49
BELLE GARDEN/GOODWOOD 3,665 53
BETHEL/MT. IRVINE 3,591 57
BLACK ROCK/WHIM/SPRING GARDEN 3,939 58
BUCCOO/MOUNT PLEASANT 3,555 45
CANAAN/BON ACCORD 3,407 37
LAMBEAUISIGNAL HILL 3,733 58
PARLATUVIER/L'ANSE FOURMI/SPEYSIDE 3,353 46
PLYMOUTH/GOLDEN LANE 3,407 53
PROVIDENCE/MASON HALL/MORIAH 3,732 58
ROXBOROUGH/DELAFORD 3,388 40
SCARBOROUGH/CALDER HALL 3,560 64
TOTALS 42,623 618
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APPENDIX 111

ELECTIONS TO THE TOBAGO HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY, 2009

PERCENTAGE OF VOTES CAST BY THE ELECTORATE
IN EACH ELECTORAL DISTRICT

VOTES CAST
ELECTORAL DISTRICT NUMBER OF
ELECTORS
NUMBER PERCENTAGE OF
ELECTORATE
BACOLET/MOUNT ST. GEORGE 3,293 1,914 58.12
BELLE GARDEN/GOODWOOD 3,665 2,263 61.75
BETHEL/MT. IRVINE 3,591 1,961 54.61
BLACK ROCK/WHIM/SPRING GARDEN 3,939 2,057 52.22
BUCCOO/MOUNT PLEASANT 3,555 1,761 49.54
CANAAN/BON ACCORD 3,407 1,750 51.36
LAMBEAU/SIGNAL HILL 3,733 1,852 49.61
PARLATUVIER/L'ANSE FOURMI/SPEYSIDE 3,353 2,254 67.22
PLYMOUTH/GOLDEN LANE 3,407 1,997 58.61
PROVIDENCE/MASON HALL/MORIAH 3,732 2,219 59.46
ROXBOROUGH/DELAFORD 3,388 2,144 63.28
SCARBOROUGH/CALDER HALL 3,560 1,862 52.30
TOTALS 42,623 24,034 56.39
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APPENDIX V
ELECTIONS TO THE TOBAGO HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY, 2009

AVERAGE NUMBER OF VOTES CAST AT POLLING STATIONS
IN EACH ELECTORAL DISTRICT

NO. OF NO. OF AVERAGE NO. OF AVERAGE
ELECTORAL DISTRICT POLLING ELECTORS PER VOTERS PER

STATIONS POLLING POLLING

STATION STATION
BACOLET/MOUNT ST. GEORGE 8 3,293 412 1,914 239
BELLE GARDEN/GOODWOOD 8 3,665 458 2,263 283
BETHEL/MT. IRVINE 8 3,591 449 1,961 245
BLACK ROCK/WHIM/SPRING GARDEN 9 3,939 438 2,057 229
BUCCOO/MOUNT PLEASANT 8 3,555 444 1,761 220
CANAAN/BON ACCORD 8 3,407 426 1,750 219
LAMBEAU/SIGNAL HILL 8 3,733 467 1,852 232
PARLATUVIER/L'ANSE FOURMI/SPEYSIDE 9 3,353 373 2,254 250
PLYMOUTH/GOLDEN LANE 7 3,407 487 1,997 285
PROVIDENCE/MASON HALL/MORIAH 9 3,732 415 2,219 247
ROXBOROUGH/DELAFORD 7 3,388 484 2,144 306
SCARBOROUGH/CALDER HALL 8 3,560 445 1,862 233
TOTALS 97 42,623 439 24,034 248
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APPENDIX VI
ELECTIONS TO THE TOBAGO HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY, 2009

RESULTS IN EACH ELECTORAL DISTRICT WITH MAJORITIES OF THE WINNING CANDIDATES
AND THE PERCENTAGES GAINED

ELECTORAL DISTRICT PARTY VOTES CAST PERCENTAGES OF
AFFILIATION FOR TOTAL
CANDIDATES VOTES CAST

MAJORITY OF
FIRST
OVER SECOND

BETHEL/MT. IRVINE

WHITNEY HEINRICH ALFRED P.N.M. 1083 55.23 210
TERANCE LEARIE BAYNES T.0.P. 873 44.52
REJECTED BALLOTS 5 0.25

TOTAL VOTES CAST 1,961 100.00

BUCCOO/MOUNT PLEASANT

ALBERT DAVIDSON PILGRIM P.N.M. 1140 64.74 527
DONNA PARKS-GREENE T.0.P 613 34.81
REJECTED BALLOTS 8 0.45

TOTAL VOTES CAST 1,761 100.00

CANAAN/BON ACCORD

ROLLY QUACCOO T.0.P 874 49.94 5
FRANK AGOUSTINE ROBERTS P.N.M. 869 49.66
REJECTED BALLOTS 7 0.4

TOTAL VOTES CAST 1,750 100.00

BLACK ROCK/WHIM/ISPRING GARDEN

CLAUDIA DUKE P.N.M. 1159 56.34 273
YVETTE CARUTH T.0.P 886 43.07
REJECTED BALLOTS 12 0.58

TOTAL VOTES CAST 2,057 99.99
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APPENDIX VI
ELECTIONS TO THE TOBAGO HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY, 2009

RESULTS IN EACH ELECTORAL DISTRICT WITH MAJORITIES OF THE WINNING CANDIDATES
AND THE PERCENTAGES GAINED

ELECTORAL DISTRICT PARTY VOTES CAST PERCENTAGES OF MAJORITY OF
AFFILIATION FOR TOTAL FIRST
CANDIDATES VOTES CAST OVER SECOND
PLYMOUTH/GOLDEN LANE

GODWIN EMANUEL ADAMS P.N.M. 1054 52.78 121
TREVOR BRIAN ARMSTRONG T.0.P 933 46.72
REJECTED BALLOTS 10 0.62

TOTAL VOTES CAST 1,997 100.12

PROVIDENCE/MASON HALL/MORIAH

ASHWORTH MICHAEL JACK T.0.P 1317 59.35 428
NATHISHA M. CHARLES-PANTIN P.N.M. 889 40.06
REJECTED BALLOTS 13 0.26

TOTAL VOTES CAST 2,219 99.67

BELLE GARDEN/GOODWOOD

STEVE JACK T.0.P 1244 54.97 230
WENDELL SHERWIN BERKLEY P.N.M, 1014 44.81
REJECTED BALLOTS 5 0.22

TOTAL VOTES CAST 2,263 100.00

PARLATUVIER/L'ANSE FOURMI/SPEYSIDE

TRACY PETULIA DAVIDSON-CELESTINE P.N.M. 1151 51.06 58
FITZHERBERT TAYLOR T.0.P 1093 48.49
REJECTED BALLOTS 10 0.44

TOTAL VOTES CAST 2,254 99.99
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APPENDIX VI

ELECTIONS TO THE TOBAGO HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY, 2009

RESULTS IN EACH ELECTORAL DISTRICT WITH MAJORITIES OF THE WINNING CANDIDATES

AND THE PERCENTAGES GAINED

ELECTORAL DISTRICT PARTY VOTES CAST PERCENTAGES OF MAJORITY OF
AFFILIATION FOR TOTAL FIRST
CANDIDATES VOTES CAST OVER SECOND
ROXBOROUGH/DELAFORD

HILTON SANDY P.N.M. 1105 51.54 74
LENN TOPPIN T.0.P 1031 48.09
REJECTED BALLOTS 8 0.37

TOTAL VOTES CAST 2,144 100.00

BACOLET/MOUNT ST. GEORGE

ORVILLE CLYDE JORDAN T.0.P 1049 54.81 263
CARL CALVIN ALLEYNE P.N.M. 786 41.07
ANDRE ADRIAN PHILLIPS INDEPENDENT 48 2.51
REJECTED BALLOTS 31 0.70

TOTAL VOTES CAST 1,914 99.09

LAMBEAU/SIGNAL HILL

OSWALD WILLIAMS P.N.M, 1032 55.72 215
HARRISFORD MC MILLAN T.0.P 817 4411
REJECTED BALLOTS 3 0.34

TOTAL VOTES CAST 1,852 100.17

SCARBOROUGHI/CALDER HALL

ORVILLE DELANO LONDON P.N.M. 1029 55.26 202
ANTHONY ROOSVELT ARNOLD T.0.P 827 44.41
REJECTED BALLOTS 6 0.32

TOTAL VOTES CAST 1,862 99.99
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APPENDIX X

ELECTIONS TO THE TOBAGO HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY, 2009

COMPOSITION OF THE SUPPLEMENTAL LIST OF ELECTORS AND ITS DISTRIBUTION

ACCORDING TO ELECTORAL DISTRICT

ELECTORAL DISTRICT REVISED LIST SUPPLEMENTAL LIST TOTAL
OF ELECTORS OF ELECTORS ELECTORATE
AS AT 2009-01-09
2009-01-05
ADDITIONS | DELETIONS

BACOLET/MOUNT ST. GEORGE 3,293 0 0 3,293
BELLE GARDEN/GOODWOOD 3,665 0 0 3,665
BETHEL/MT. IRVINE 3,593 1 3 3,591
BLACK ROCK/WHIM/SPRING GARDEN 3,939 0 o 3,939
BUCCOO/MOUNT PLEASANT 3,553 2 0 3,555
CANAAN/BON ACCORD 3,407 1 1 3,407
LAMBEAU/SIGNAL HILL 3,734 3 4 3,733
PARLATUVIERI/L'ANSE FOURMI/SPEYSIDE 3,354 0 1 3,353
PLYMOUTH/GOLDEN LANE 3,406 1 0 3,407
PROVIDENCE/MASON HALL/MORIAH 3,732 1 1 3,732
ROXBOROUGH/DELAFORD 3,389 0 1 3,388
SCARBOROUGH/CALDER HALL 3,662 0 2 3,560
TOTALS 42,627 9 13 42,623
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