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Flections and Boundaries Commissioi:-

T FIOOR, SALVATORI TUILDIKG, PORT-OFSPAIN, TRINIDAD. W.I.
5 . Chairman;
L.ALAN REECE.T.C, CM.G,
Members:
" Or.S.MOOSAI-MAHARAJ, CM.T,, S. ALEXANDER, H.8.M,, K. de la BASTIDE, S.C, CM.T;, 0. WiLsON, C,M.T.

2nd Harch, 1982

The Honourable the Si;eaker,

The House of Representatives,

Red House,

Port-of-Spain, x M i
TRTITDAD, WEST IMDISS,

Sir,

REFORT ON THE= PARTTARGEMTARY GH=PAL  TLacrrey, 1981

The 1981 Parliamentary General Election, the second such election
under this country's Republican Constitution, was l;eld on Hovember 9, 1951
in the thirty-six (36) constituencies into vhich Trinidad and Tobasy is
divided in accordance with the Boundaries Comisﬁion Order, 1981,

2, 1In conformity with the requirements of Sub-rule (6) of Election
Rule 108 made under the Representation of the People’ Act'Chaptet 2:01
(hereinafter referred to as "The Act"), the Hlections and Soundaries
Commission comprising the five (5) persons hereunder nameds

Mz, L. Alan Reece, T.C., C.M.G. =  Chairman

Dr, Stephen oosai-laharaj, C.M.T. -  lember
lir, Simeon Alexander, H.B.M, «  Hember
¥r, Earl de la Bastide, S.C., C,M, T, =~ Ienber
r, Oswald Wilson, C.H.T. - -~  Hember

now submits its report on the Zlection with the particulars reguired
under the said Sub-rule (6) viz: : .

the mmber of votes polled for each

candidate, by polling divisions and

by special ballot and number of

&'31-‘% ) ‘rejected special ballots - Vide Table 1;

A L i e i i e A L

————y
and

the number of names on the revised list
of electors - special and other ~ Vide

brar Table 2,
, "
\
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3. In addition to these particulars the Commission also considers it

necessary to include the following data:

& summary of votes cast compared with previous
™\ parliementary General Elections (1961 = 1976) -

P» ) l‘\q Vide Table 3; 5 ¢ .

the registration sreas, number of electors and the
nuaber of constituencies contained within each areas -
F Vide Table 4; :

the total number of votes received by each candidate
\ and the percentsge which such votes bear to the total
number of votes cast - Vide Table 5;
—_—

electoral district, number of electors, number of votes i
cast, number of votes rejected, votes cast as a percentaga
L of the clacto:ata’—and votes rejected as a percentags of
{ ? votas casl‘:j- Vide Table 6; o g
P 5 2 Sex Pl
electoral districts, total number of polling divisions,
total number of electors, average 'numher of electors per

polling station, totsl number of voters, averaga number of

b voters per polling station - Vide Table 7;
e ——
the electoral district, total votes cast, éa:ty affiliation
of candlqutas, votes received by each candidate as a
W percentage of votes cast, msjority of winning cendidate

over next in order in each electoral district - Vide Table 8;

the name, address, occupation and party uffuluvtion of
. B candidates nmgi{atad in each electoral district - Vide
EXEN Appendix 13 )
- 2
a summary of tagiatrations complatgd and chamjes of address

—

and other esmendments effected to the records during the
IO period of slectoral registration - Vide Appendix 1I;
—_

tha 1ist of candidates slscted in each slectoral district

end their party affiliation - Vide Appendix I1I;
—_—
the list of Returning Officers and Electoral Districts - Vide

23> Appendix IV; eand .

Television talk by Commissioner Mr. S. Alexander on 26th
)_3\( April, 1981 to launch Registration Week in Trinidad and
Tobago - Vide Appendix V.
L —

"DVERVIEW

4. The preparation for the 1981 Parliamentary Election commenced almost
immediately after the 1980 Local Government Elsctions. The Local Government
Elections were held on April 21, 1980. Unfortunately, the event referred to

LeaAs U by - 19

G £ > - 19 R /as the "Gusrdian"......
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o " 88 the "Guardien" Fire of April 27, 1980 gutted the Commission's Central
. 2 Electoral Office at 107, Queen Strest, Port-of-Spein, its main centre of
< : operations, totally destroying the tuﬁ fleér on which were located ths Com-
} . . mission's Photographic Laboratery, camerss snd films in stock; the identifi-

cation card procsssing section with its equipment and the DOraughting Ssction

- - with its stock of existing maps. Parts of the second floor comprising the

) Administrative Section were also destroyed, os well as the first floor, on

which were located the machines leased from International Business Machines
Corporation (18M) for the purpose of computerising the registration records
of the Department. On the Ground Floor, tha plate files containing inform- -
astion, at Central Offics level, froﬁ which the List of Electors nas
prepared, were substantially damaged by the corrosiva effect of the salt
water used in extinguishing the flames, with thé result that effor{s to
restors these sensitive plate frames after permission vas obtained to\enter
the building, were unsuccessful since most of them were found to be beyond
restoration, o '

5. Some indication of the extent to which the Commission's operations
were of fected by the fire may be judged from the fact that the building was
declared unsafe for use and was subsequently demolished, In consequence,
make-shift sccommodation hed to be found both for the Commission end its
administrative and tochnical oporetions comprising the Central Electoral

Wy O0ffice.

Ce

6. In operational terms, the most serious effect wes that not only did
the Addressograph System of preducing the list of electors cease %o be
functional es a result of the fire, byt the commencement of the computeriza-
tion of the records, an innovation which was intended t;‘;;bI;EE_EFeAAddress—
ograph System, was itself delayed because of ths need to replace the I18M
machines which were destroyed or damaged by the seme Fire, The implications

of this situstion will be elaborated upon in a later section of this Report,

7. Notwithstanding the above, the Commission continued its preparation
for the parliamentary election, which was interrupted enly briefly by the
a Tobego House of Assembly Eloction held in November 1980. The progress was,

however, restricted until suiteble and sufficient accommodation was provided
for the Commission and its Central Offices at the Salvateri Building, It was
"possible for the Commission to muva.iﬁto this new accommodation only in early
December 1980.‘ g

PRE-ELECTION ACTIVITIES

& = 8. Bofore the first legsl instrument was issued, ths Commission's
preparatary work for the elsction was centred on thres major areas of activity,

9. These wers: 3 e
(a) the preparation and submission of its
Boundaries Commission Report recommend-
X ' s : ing the number of constituencies snd the .
’ " bounderies of euch constituencias into

& . S : k /which Trinidedeeeesses




which Trinidad end Tobago was to be
divided for purposes of Parlismentary

Elections;

(b)" the preparation and publication of the

Annusl List of Electors on 1st July, 1981;

and

(c) the initiation of measurss béyond

ths

normal day-to-day operations which were

designed to improve the accuracy of the

existing List of Elactors and to encourags

the enfranchisement of all eligibl

JHE _BOUNDARIES COMMISSION REPORT

@ porsonse

40. The last Report of the Elsctions and Boundaries Cemmission having been

- submitted in May of 1976, the Commission had a statutory

g
mitted by the Commission to the Speaker and E;NEhe Prime

responsibility to

- submit the fext report not later than May, 1981, This was completed and sub-

Minister at secparate

meetings in May, 1981, The Report, whils not recommending any increase in

the number of conatituenciss into which the country was to bs divided, effected

substantial changes in the configuration and names of the existing constituencies.

In fact, only three (3) of tha constituencies crested by the Boundarics Commission
- Order, 1976 wers unaffected by the Commission's 1981 Repo.

Tobago East;
Tobago West; and

Tocu/ﬂénzanilla

11. Thse considerations which influenced the Commissio

.uara indicated in ths text to that Report. The Report wa

by Government, without medification, in the form of a Dra
Commission Order which was subsequently appr&ved by the H
Following its submission %E him, His Excellency, the Pres
accordance with Section 7Y, of tha-Constitution made an Or
tha Bgggggg;gg_ﬁgmmigg;gg_ﬂxﬂggl_lgﬁll_!pich Grder was pul

and Tobago Gazette as Legal Naotice No. 83. usl

defined formed the basis upon which the 1981 Parliamentar
fined formed the basis ugonwhich 'the 1 nantor
was conducted. g

e §

12. Subsequent -ta the publication of the Order, the C
in a daily newspeper the list of polling hivisions and th
uenciss uhich had been affected by the 1981 Boundaries Cof
This was intended ss a public notification of the new con
polling divisions had been assigned. In addition to its
Commission also undertook the preparation of maps of the
districts.

rt, namely:

n's recommendations

s aunntuslly presented
ft Boundaries

ouse of Representatives,
ident, acting in

der, referred to es
blished in the Trinidad
Aios a8 therein

y General Elesction

omnission published
e oxisting constit-
mnission Order.
stituencies to which
Report, the

individual electoral
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Unfortunatsly, on this occesion the meps could not be obtained from
tho Lithographic Section of the Lands and Surveys Depasrtment, the
traditionsl source, end arrangements had tc bs made for their

preparation through snother agsncy.

13. It should, housver, be ndtodithat informetion on tho bound-
aries of the new constitusncies was svaileble to the general public
as early as the 30th June, 1981, the date on which the Boundaries
Commission Order was published in the Trinidad snd Tobago Gazette.

- 14, Maps of the individusl constituencies were subsoquently

"made available by the Commission.

ANNUAL__LIST OF ELECTOR3

15. The Annual List of Electors was, in accordance with the
provisions of Section 29 of the Representation of the People Act,
published on 1st July, 1981.

16.  The Commission had originally plenned to produce the 1981
Annual List of Electors from the computerized records, but the
six-month delay in the commencement of the processing of the regis-
tration date caused by the nead to replace ths destroysd snd
demaged machines and for the provision of alternative accommodation
for the Central Electoral Office, made it impracticable to complete

the exercise as planned.

17.  Moreover, the competing demands for the use of Computer
Time st the National Computer Agency caused the Commission to take
the dscision to find an alternative means of producing the Annual
List, the Preliminary List and other lists so as to avoid the
situation of not meeting its statutory desdlines,

18. Tha Commission consequently utilized the only courss avail-
able to it, that is, the laborious typing of the lists directly
from the unit registers and other subsidiary records, inasmuch as
the plate files had been irreparebly damaged in the fire.

MEASURES DESIGNED TO IMPROVE THE ACCURACY OF THE LIST

19. The Commission undertook the following programme of
activities in the course of 1981:
(1) A research project involving the
selection on a random basis of two
hundred registrants who wers not ? v
located during the House-to-House
Survey by Itinerant Assistant Regis-®
tration Officers at the address
rscérded on their Registration Record
Card,

/This research s.eeoe




This research project was designed to determine:

(a) tha eccuracy of informstion from House-to-House Surveys;
(b) the pattern and circumstances of movement of registered
persons; ) -
(c) the frequency of such movement;
(d) the level of ewareness of the requirements of.the law to
notify the appropriate Registration Officer of a change
of eddress; '
(e) the reasons for failure to take such action;
(f) the suthenticity of the address given at time of
registration; and
(g) frequency of use of identification cards.

" (2) A Registration Week programme conducted over the period 27th April to

20.

2nﬂ Hay, 1981. This was designed to promote registration throughout the
country. Publicity was conducted along commercial lines by the use of
posters, banners, advertisments over Radio, Television and in the Neus-
pepers and other forms of media exposurs. The programme was launched with
a television tslk by Commissioner, Mr. Simeon Alexander. A copy of the
telk is reproduced st QgpLdix_\l\\f }3\3"'

Temporary registration centres were established in various parts of the
country and both temporary.and permanent centres operated throughout the 7

days of that week and remained open beyond the normal hours of business.

(3) A National Canvass which was intended to reech every houssholder in the
country and therefore had the potential to provide. information an the sta-
tus of every registered psrson in Trinidad and Tobago, The procedura
adopted was the delivery of a form addressed to the head of the household
with the request that it be completed by inssrting the name of svery member
of the housshold and other pertinent information as indicated. It was to
be rsturned within a given period.

(4) House~to-House Surveys in ell new housing areas and in areas where there
vas evidence of high internal migration.

The public response to these exercises which were conducted in an slection S
year was dissapeinting. This may be judged from statistics on the two
country-wide exercises, viz: the Registration Week Campaign and the
National Canvass which appsar below:
REGISTRATION WEEK
No. of Centres sstablished Registrations effected Changes of Address
in Trinidad and Tobaqo Electors Non-plectors Notified
53 968 746 730

NATIONAL CANVASS
No, of Forms Distributed No. & Percentage of Forms Returned Transfers Effected
141,431 42,835 - 30.03% 8,301

/Stetutory Instruments ea...
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Statutory Instruments Related to Elections

ELECTORAL _REGISTRATION

21. By Proclamation dated 14th August, 1981 and published in the Trinidad
and Tobago Gezette, His Excellency, the President, directed that en electoral
registration be conductsd in sach of the 36 elsctoral districts in Trinidad
and Tobago as described in ths Schedule of the Bounderies Commission Order,
1981. The Proclsmation set August 17, 1981 as the date of commencement of
such registration. This meant that the ™Qualifying Date" for the election
was 26th August, 1981. (Ssction 2 of the Act, rafsrs). .

22, Further, in accordance with thes provisions of the registration rules,
temporary registration centres were made svailable to the public over the '
pericd 17th - 25th August to register or to update their registration.

23. In keeping with its obligations under the Act snd in order to provide
all possible facilities to political parties and to eligible electors, the
following action was taken by tha Commission:

(1) =t least one temporary registration centre was established
within esch of the 36 electoral districts to serve that
district;

(2) a list of the centres established together with the alect-
oral district that were intended to serve wes published in
2 daily newspapers;

(3) sll political parties were notified in advance of thsA
location of those temporary centraes and advised of their
right to nominate scrutinesrs to look after their interast
at these centres;

(4) the Annual List published on the 1st July, {981 was, in
accordance with Section 29 of the Act, deemed to be the
Preliminary List for purposes of revision. Additionally,
two copies of the list relating to each of the 1063
polling divisions in Trinidad end Tobago were posted for
public examination within such polling division, The
location of the building in which each such list was
posted was published in the local newspapers; and

(5) a copy of the complote set of electoral lists for
Trinidad and Tobage was mede sveilable to all existing
political parties to which symbols had been assigned by
the Commission, S

24, The Preliminary List posted was the sams as the Annual List of the
preceding 1st July and formsd the basis for revision, -

25, UQE_EEEdred and six (106) such tamporaiz~pahtrea were established to
serve the thlrt;:;lg—zsgj~ilac€;;;1_gzstriéts in Trln;Bad and Tobsgo, Only
three (3) of the psrties to which notifications were sent sdvising them of

their right to name scrutineers raspoﬁdad to the invitation and in no case

did 8 party nominate the total number of scrutineers available to it,

/T0 8void eecevace
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26. To svoid fraudulent registrations and other eloc&gral impropriety, the
fbona fides' of ell registrations snd changes of addresses notified to the
Commission during the electorsl regiet§§€1::=;:;255”:;;; investigated bafore
any amendment was mede to the Registers and before the commencement of the
preparation of the Revised Lists of Electors.

ISSUE _OF _WRITS OF ELECTIUﬁ . . 3

27. Following the public announcement of the date and other detalils relating
to the slection made on Sundsy, 11th October, 1981, the Writs of Election wera
issued by His Excellency, the President, on Monday, 12th October, 1981 to the
thirty-six (36) Returning Officers who had been appointed by the Elections end
Boundaries Commission to serve in the thirty-six (36) constituencies.

28. The Urits, which set the elsction within a twenty-seven day time frame,
fixed Nomination Day as 26th October, 1981 and Polling Day as November 9, 1981.
The Writs were returnable on 17th November, 1981.

29. During a short briefing session with the Returning Officers held on
Monday, 12th October, 1981, the Commission inprassed on them tha need for
lmE;;EI;II?§‘§§E~;};§E§Ehcy in the performance of their duties., The Yrits were
then delivered to the respective Returning Officers for endorsement and

retention.

30. To assist Returning Officers, a time-table of important events was pra-
pared for their guidance. A supply of the forms for which there was immediate
need was made available to tham.

31. The names and other relevant particulars of the thirty-six (36)
Returning Officers - in whose names the WUrits of Election were issued and who
were appointed by the Commission in accordance with ‘the provision of Section
6 (1) of the Act - appear at Appendix "a", .

32, Guidance Notes and Handbooks of Instructions were also supplied to the
Returning Officers during the period. Additionslly, senior supervisory staff of
the Commissinn were assigned to essist end advise Returning Officers in the
performance of their functions,

Immediate Preparations for Electionsg

NOTICE OF ELECTION®
33, Beceusa of advance preparation by the Commission, it was possible to
have most of the Notices of Election signed by the Rstdrnlng Officers during the
briefing session on the afternoon of Monday, 12th October, 1981 and to have all
36 copies published in at least ons neuwspaper on Wednesdoy, 14th October, 1981.
34, The Notics of Election which is the first officisl public notification
of a pending elsction in an elsctoral district gives 'inter alia' the date
fixed for:
{1) the preliminary exemination of nomination
papers;
(2) Nomination Day;
(3) Polling Day; and

/(4) the address....

o



~C

Ca

(4) the sddress of the Roturning Officer, the
hours end days on which his office is open
for business; and

(5) the hours and day on which certain statu-

tory functions will bé carried out by the

Returning Officer.

REVISED LIST OF ELECTORS

35.

on 19th October, 1981.

The Revised List of Electors was published and posted for inspection

This 1list represented the updeted information propared

by the Registration Officers based on the changes effoectsd as a result of

sgveral exercises conducted by the Commission and finally those emerging from

the slectoral registration period.

36.

The Commission considers it pertinent to state that the publication

of the Revisaed List of Electors on 19th October, 1981 represented the fourth
1list of alectors which had been posted in the country for public information
in the 102 months betwesn Decembor 1, 1980 and 19th October, 1981, They

weres
The Annual List of 1980 published on December.1, 1980; ‘//
The Annual List of 1981 published on July 1, 1981; ~
The Preliminary List of 1981 published on August 17, 1981; and
The Revised List of 1981 published on October 19, 1981;
A Fifth List, the 5upb1smantel List, was published on October 30, 1981.
37. The Revised Liat and tha Supplemental List to it contqipey a total ~

of 736,104 names of electors,
AR

An sxamination of the records shows that the Elections and Boundaries

38,

Commission through its several registration officers had, during the period

referred to above, affected by means of additions, deletions and cther changes,
the sum total of 150,000 amendments to the list,

NOMINATION DAY -~ 26th October, 1981

39.

At the close of proceedings on Nomination Day, e» total of 157 candidates

stood nominated to contest the 36 constituencies in Trinidad end Tobago. The

distribution of candidates according to party sffiliation was as follous:s~

Democratic Acting Congress

Fargo House Movement

National Freodom Party

Nationel Jolng Action Committee

Netional Patriotic Party

Organization for National Reconstruction

People's National Movement

People's Republican Perty

Tapia House Movement

Trinidad Lebour Party

United Labour Front

West Indian Political Congress Movement °
Independents

Total

*2ithdrew Candideture

8

1
10
34

4%

- - w
Inan-nm-go

-
w
-~

/Each candidate sececees
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Each csndidate wes provided with one complimentary copy of the Revised
List of Electors and of the slectoral mep relating to the electoral 5
district for which he was a candidate.

40. There were three reports of failure of candidates to complete
their nomination pspers to the sstisfaction of the Returning Officers by
the prescribed hour of 3 p.m. on Namination Day. Reports received from
the Returning Officers wera that the Nomination Papers presented by the
prospective candidates were incomplete or deficient and, therefore, not
acceptable. Ong of E&g\sfndidat?grgrota§tad the decision of the Return-
ing-0fficer to tha Commission. The mattar was considered by the
Cuym\gf;un and. the ca;EI;;te was_inf xnformed that the Commission had no

Jurisdiction in the matter, as it fell within the purview of the Raturn-

ing Officer to decide such matters.
e e

SELECTION OF POLLING STATION
‘4{. The selection of over one thousend buildings for use.as polling
e

stations commenced shortly after the Boundaries Commission Order was
published, The exercise involved:
(1) selection of the required number of buildings,
preferably public buildings, conveniently
located and within the constituency which the
polling station was intended to serve;
(2) obtaining permission for use of the building
from the competent authority; snd
(3) preparation of such buildings for use by the
provision of chairs, tables and other .
necessary requirements.

42, 1In addition to considering the buildings previously used to
determine whether a more convenient structure had become avsilable since
the last slection, there was the major consideration of the substantial
number of changes in the polling divisions within the ssveral constitu~
encies which necessitated changes in the location of polling stations.
For exsmple, the 1981 Boundaries cOmmxssion Order essxgned 182 polling
di!ggigzifglggggsisggggggs _earrying names different from those to which

they were assigned-in the 1976 Bounderiss Cogg{s§§;R"EEEEFT_"““ &

43. These changes in elsctoral districts did not in'all cases involve
changes in the location of the polling stations, but ‘togethsr with
the other ciicumstancas which necessitated suchh.ngen,for example, the
unsuitability or unaveilibility of previously used buildings,resulted in
245,588 electors in 350 pcllLog divisions being reasnlgngd to vote at
polli;;mgtatinns other than those at which they “hed voted at the 1976
qul&ggsggggy E;qctxong. The consequences of these reassignments 'will be
congidered latsr in thisreport.

44, Thae list of buildings recommended for use as pu{ling stations
wss passed to the respective Returning Officers for their atisntion.
Based on their reports, some changes were effected. The final list was
then printed as the Statutory "Notice of Teking a Poll", which document
contained the location of the polling stations for the constifuancy,
the list of candidates nominated, their addresses, party effiliation and

othor pertinent information. A sufficient number of copivs of the "Notice
of Taking a Poll" was given to each of the candidotes nominated, while
others were posted in conspicuous places perticularly on public buildings -
within the constituencies.
Jdithdrausl of <eeee
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WITHORAWAL OF CANDIDATURE

45, Following Nomingtion Day one candidste withdrew officially, within the
period prescribed for such withdrawsl, which is 5 clear days before Polling Dsy.
This withdrewal reduced ths number of cendidates nominated in the elsctoral
district of Diego Martin Central to 4 and ection was teken to publicise such
withdrawal, Inasmuch as the bsllot papers had alreedy been printed, en
sppropriste notice was put st the entrance to the relevant polling stetions

and the Presiding Officers notified sach prospective elector of the fact of

the candidate's withdrauwsl.

SPECTIAL_VOTING

46, The election time-teble had set 30th’ October, 1981 es the last dey for
spplications to be treated as a special elector, that is, persons uho may vote
before polling day and st special polling stations established for the reception
of votes of such special elesctors, in eccordance with £lection Rules 73 and 76.
nost of the applications received by Returning Officers ceme from the members

or tha Oefence end Protective Services and ftom staff recommended to work at

Pullinn Stations in constituencles other than thosa "in which” they we

ioctors

and from candidates snd their agents,

47. Notwithstanding the sssistance given by the Registration Dfficers and the
Central Electorsl Office in dealing with the applications sent to Returning
Officers from these special electors, i@ number of spplications were nuvertheless
eventually rejected by Returning Uffxcors elther for want of ths required infotm-
gt gl el iy  ——
Efiggl_gg_yhnxn.jJLygs flrmly esrtablished that the applicant was not registered
es an elector in thg electoral district in which he was applying to be traeted

&s an elector in thy
qg_e_gggg;gl_glngﬁgg. As vas-the case with ordinary electors, thess psrsons

had changed failod to notify the appropriate Reglstra-

tiun Officers of such removal within the prescribed period.

.
48 . This was a clearly svoidsble situation, however, as the Commission had
taken steps, in collaboration with the Police end Defencs Force Authorities, to
have service personnel regularise their registration status before the election
perfod, The response to its effort was considerably below expectation snd in

8 number of cases the information arrived after the Qualifying Date end therefore

too late for processing.
49, In the light of the problems which have erisen over the years in desling
with the epplications of specisl electore within the usually short period

sveileble for special voting atrangemsnts, the Cumminsion hae decided to apply

the provisions of Clection Rule 52(3) of the Act. using thn recently held k (3

Perliementery Elsction ss the basic recorﬁ for the change in procedure., ' in
this way, 8ll members of the Defonce and Protective Services vho applied end were
scceptsd as spscisl electors will be regorded, until their ststus is changed, as

having been permanently accepted es special electots cnd they will not be
req tad to apply to be treated ss such for Futurs elactions.
— e

/Tha Commiesion wille.seees




_elections, so that eventually the list of special clectors of tha Dafence and =

!

with Special Voting.

a0e The Commission will periodically, end at_ least once in aach yeer, after 2 %
the publ‘catlun of the Annual List, inform such els:tore of thalr status a0 s

S Wt

that in the event of en elactiun they wuuld ba provldad with a ballot paper
for_the als:toral district ralating tn thair pleca or cutrent residenca. The
Conmiasion will alsc monitor the statue of thasa persons iﬁ;;;gh the relevent
Employer so that as soon as they cesse to ouslify ea special electors their

names will %e removed f;on the list. This will be repeated at a11 futurs

Protective Ssrvlcas will contsin all sligibla membsrs, oxcupt the new 1ntakss

—— -

betwveen elections. -
.

51. It is hoped that this innovation will reduce the problems experienced

52« The Commission 16 its summary recommendation will deal ui@h the question

of broadening the categories of Special Electors which, from experiencs, eppears
e el e s o A
to be necessary. S

ESTABLISHMENT OF SPECIAL POLLING STATIDNS

53e Special Polling Statinns wvers established by each of the 36 Registration
Officers at their respective offices for the use of special electors for their
electorsl district. '

54, Additionslly and in accordance with the recuirements of Election Rule l,
76 (2), Special Polling Stations were established by the Commission in different
parts of the country where specisl electors could vote without regard to their 5
electoral district.

L™

55 These special polling stations were established st:
(1) o0ff-shore platforms for persons engaged in
off-shore petroleum operations;
(2) At hospitals - for patients et these institutions;

(3) 1n Trinidad for electors ‘sligible to vote in a
constituency in Tobago and vice versa; and

(4) At Police and Defence Force Headquarters end
out-stations for service electors.

ADDITIONAL_INSTRUCTIONS ISSUED RE SPECIAL VOTING

56« Because of reservations expressed in certain quarters regerding the
secrecy of voting at special polling stetions operated for service electars,
special instructions were issued in which it was explicitly set out that the
envelope containing the bellot (ballot peper envelope) end the envelope in
which it was to be further enclosed (Declaration of Identity envelope) were
both to be sealed with an adhesive provided, if required, by the Special
Presiding Officer and thereafter placed in the speciel ballot box by ths
special slector,

57. It is hoped that these procedurses which were implicit in previous
instructions heve clesrsd up any existing doubts ur‘nuspicions on the subject.

/PUBLICATIONS BY THE COMMISSION.eeees




~#UBLICATIONS BY THE COMMISSION

58+ The Commission published in the course of the yoar Favised £ditions of
the following documents for tha information of political parties end election

officers: ° .
™ (1) 'Handbook for Cendidates end Election Agents!, ¢
vhich was originally distributed to repressntatives
of political parties at a meeting called by the
Commission and subsequently made availsble to all
nominated cendidates snd their election agents;
.

(2) Booklet of Instructions for Returnxng Officers; and
P St g et /
™ (3) Booklet of Instructions for Polling Station Staff.

59. A Series of Guidance Notes was also issued to Returning 0fficer¥ by the

S e WA e B
Chief Election Officer outlining the procedure for dealing with the main events
of the election in which they were involved as Returning 0fficsrs.

INTRODUCTION OF A SUPFLEMENTAL LIST OF ELECTORS

60 The Act provides that en elector is eligible to vote if his registration
record cerd sppears in the unit register end/or if his nsme is on the Revised
List of Electors,

61. The Act made no provision, howsver, for the inclusion of a name on the
Revised List if inadvertently omitted. This could be remedisd only by the
inclusion of the registration record card in the Unit Register which would
satisfy the requirement for voting.

62, The Commission, however, was of the view that whereas en objection to

the inclusion of & name on the List of Electors could bs mzde before the slection,
the inclusion in the Unit Register provided no such opportunity other than at

a polling statfon on polling day. To Pacilitate smendments to the Revised List
arising from "bone fide" changes ox, other information notified to the Commission
within the prescribed pericd, the Coamiasion recommended and Cebinet approved

the ptaparstion and publication of a Supplemental List of Electors, such List

to be publishsd at least 10 days before Polllng Day. Provision was also made

for objection to be made to any name appearing en such list,

63 . These provisions were sffectsd by en appropriats amendment to the
Registtation Rulas uhich was publishad in the Trinidad and Tobago Gazette and
ths “two deily newspapars. It will be noted that this Supplementel List
reprasentad yet another 1ist - the Pifth - published for public sctutlny
between December 1, 1980 and October: 30, 1981,

64¢ This Supplemental List contained the nemes which for ons reason or
snother had been omitted from the revised list, Ffor example, the names of
persons who had not completed their registration, those who hed mede claim
for inclusion end whose "bone fides™ had not been esteblished up to the time
of the printing of the Revised List end the namgs of other persons wvho after
examining the Revised List of Electors had sdvised the Registration Officer
of the omission of their nsmes.

/This Supplemental Listeeeeeseoes
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a5, Thie Supplemental List, vhich conetitutod part of the revised list used
et the polling stations, contained a totsl of 3,972 names. Copiss were made
aveilable to ell candidates fres of cost. ’ )

66« It was indeed suprising therofore thet in spite of ell these facilities
there were st{ll persens who had up to the time of publication of the
Supplemental List taken no action whstsoever to enouirs into snd ensure the

validity of their registration .status.

RECRUITMENT AND TRAINING OF POLLING DAY STAFF

674 The srrangements essocisted with the recruitment and training of
approximately 4,000 persons in different parts of the country for the one-day
assignment at polling stations produced more than the usual number of problems
on this occasion, Recruitment commenced before the date on which the election
was annoinced by advertisments in the daily nsuspapers inviting persons to
epply to the registrstion officer of their ares for employment es Presiding
Officers, Deputy Presiding Officers and Poll Clerks.

68+  The few spplications received in response, following the announcement of
the election, were passed to the appropriate returning officers who were entrusted

with the recruitment of staff for their polling stations.

69« Reports received from returning officers indicated that many of the

experienced personnol wers reluctant to accept assignment, giving as the reason
the fact that in eddition to the work being reeponsible, it was onerous in that
it required that they be.at their stetion.from 5 a.m. on 'pclling day! until et
leest 7 p.m. Others attributed their reluctance, in part, to the remuneration
of $100.00, $85.00 and £60.00 provided for Presiding Officers, Deputy Presiding

Officers and Poll Clerks, respectively, being insufficient.
70 The problem was more ecute in certain aress then in others.

71 In the face of this situation, the qumlssién felt compelled to increass
the number of voters to s polling station end to introduce innovations in
procedures, wvhich eventually, proved to be very effective. Details of these
measures Introduced will be outlined in this report under "Polling Day".

724 The treining of polling day staff recruited was undertaken by the
Returning Officers essisted by the senior officers of the Department. Esch
senior officer wes essigned to a group of returning officers to liaise with the
Chief Election Dfficer snd to advise and assist, .

73. Additionally, the Commission recruited the services of » retired
Assistant Chief Election Officer, fir. Chsrles Mahabir, to assist in the
training of staff and to give advice end assistance to the less exporienced
Returning Officers.

74, Roturning Officers were directed to hold not less than 3 lecture sessions
for polling day steff, whethar expesrienced or not, Subsistence end travelling

allowenced were paid to all who attendsd the lecture sessions.

/SUPCRVISION OF POLL BY COMMISSION.esvass
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SUPERVISICN OF POLL_BY COMMISSION

5. The Pnliqa made evailable radio equipped police cars to Commissionesrs end
senior administrative officers of the Commission to enable them to essist in the
supervision of the poll throughout the country. Commissioners Mr. K. de la
Bastide, Mr. 0. Wilson and Mr. S, Alexander cverlooked field operetions in the
north, south end Tobago, respectively, while the Chairman coordinated operations
from the Central Electoral Office.

POLLING DAY NOVEMBER 9, 1981

PROCEEDINGS ON POLLING DAY

76 . There was no report of any undue delay in the opening of thse poll at
6 a.m, in the 1,210 polling stations estesblished in Trinidad end Tobago. All
the essential reauirements for the conduct of the poll were supplied to the

Returning Officers and wers available at the polling stations.

77 There was one change in the published location of a polling station in
the eslectoral district of Tabaquite. The Returning Officer had indicated that
the area sssigned for operation of the polling ststion in the compound of the
Post Office, Williamsville, was unsuitables foreover, for security reasons the
presence of a polling station operating simultaneously with a post office was
felt to be undesirable.

78. As a bullding was available at the adjoining premises, it was decided
to re~-locate the polling station at such building and to notify the candidates
accordingly. The notification of the change was also published in the news-
papers on polling day spart from being posted on the building.

79. Reports wers received in the course of the morning that there was an
opereting liquor establishment in the building being used as the polling
station. The area was visited by the Chief Election Officer who ascertained
that the liquor establishment was not operating and was in fact closed, as
required by lew, moreover, there u;s no connection between that part of the
building in which voting wes being conducted and the part in which tha liquor
establishment normally operated and voting was being conducted in en orderly
manner.

B0« The Presiding Officer, when interviewed by the Chief £lection Officer who
visited the scene, stated that she had no complaints about the location of the
polling station. -

B1e It ‘is worthy of mention that there was no report of intimidation,
perscnation or eny of the polling déy offences falling under thes category 9?

corrupt or illegal practices. There was also no report of violence.

82, Protest letters were received from two candidetes who contested the electoral
district of Barateria. 059 complained about the inedequacy and unsuitasbility of
polling stations and the other about the appointment of persons who had campaigned
openly ugaiﬁst the writer. Investigations were conducted into the latter complaint
but there was no availsble evidence to suppoert any allegetion of impropriety on the

part of the appointeses in the performance of their duties,

/83iececcanse
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+3e By 6.15 p.m. all persons who were within the compound et 6 p.m. had been
sttended to, the poll was closed and the count commenced after the ususl
procedures. The count was completed betwsen 7 p.m, an& 8 p.m. and the Duplicate
Statsments of the Poll, the ballot boxes end other polling ststion documents
were received by the returning officers between 7.15 p.m. snd 9 p.m, Immediately
fellowing the receipt of the Duplicate Statement of the Phll, the Returning
Officers announced the result of the preliminery count for their respective
districts,

84. The esrly complstion of the preliminery count, the special arrangements

) made by the media for communicating the results from the offices of the returning
officers and ths availability of a copy of the Statement of the Poll to esch
polling agent, made it possible for the resuits of the poll to be knoun through-
out the country by 9 p.m. on slection night. '

RESULTS CF THE POLL

BSe In keeping with the provision of Election Rule 101 (1) of the Elsction
Rules, the 36 Returning Officers masde their declaration of the results of the
Poll after 12 noon on 10th November, 1981; inasmuch as there was no reouest from
eny candidste for & check of the results of the poll by 12 noon on that day. The
candidates and the Chief Election Officer were accordingly officially notified
by the Returning Officers.

86 The party affiliation of the successful candidates was ss follouwe:

P.N.Me 26
UeLoFe 8
D.A.C. 2

B7e 0f the 157 Candidates nominated, 73 feiled to get more then the required
1/8 of the votes cast in their constituencies and their deposits wers accordingly
forfeited,

RETURN £S TO CANDIDATES ELECTED

83 In complisnce with the provisions of Election Rule 108 (1), the 36
Returning Officers made their Returns on the 17th Rovember, 1981, ths 7th day
next after the Declaration of the results. All election documents were also
delivered to the Chief Election Officer on the said date. Publication of the
results of the election was made in ths Trinidad and Tobago Gazette on 17th
November, 1981 end the list of cendidates eleéted was elso notified by the
Chief Election Officer to the Spezker of the House of Representatives, in
accordance witn the provision of Election Rule 108 (5) (b) (1).

VALIDITY OF PUSLIC COMMENTS AND CRITICISMS ON THE CONDUCT OF THE ELECTION

89 . In the light of the comments which the conduct of tho elections and
other essociated arrengements have evoked in certain quarters, it is considered
necessary to set out the fects and in so doing to refute vhers necessary, some

of the inaccurate statements which have been made locelly and overseas.

/Most of thoueeeseeenas
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o Most of tho criticisms and comments have beon contred on:

(1) The elleged slownsss of the voting process st
somg polling stations and tha consequential
frustretion experienced by voters, some of
whom it was slleged did not remain to cast
their votes; and

(2) The number of persons who wers in possession of
jdentification cards end who claimed to be qualified
to vote st certain polling stations but who allegedly
wers unable to vote st such stations for the reason
that their names did not appear on the revised list
for the relevent polling station.

91. Visits to some polling stations in the course of the esrly morning period
confirmed that there were long lines of electors and that the voting rats was
inordinately slow. In consequence, there was some deterioration in the standard

of orderliness sssociated with polling stetions,

92 . In actual fact, the Commission took asdequate steps to prevent such a

situstion,.

93 Because of the increasse in the number of electors per polling staticn,
the reason for which was indicated under 'Recruitment snd training of polling
day staff!, consideration was given to the measures which could be employed to

cope with such increase without slowing doun the voting process.

94. The procedures decided upon provided en adequate solution to the situation
and et a special meeting called with the returning officers on friday, 6th
November, 1981 at the Port-of-Spain Town Hall, the procedures wers fully
explainsd snd the Returning Officers were directed to communicate seme to their
presiding officers.

95 In deciding upon the procedures, the Commission, in the light of its
experience identified five stages in the voting process:
(1) the location of the voter's name on the list of electors;
(2) the location of his pre written poll cerd;
(3) the effixing of the elector's signature or thumb
impression on his poll card;
(4) the teking of en osth in the case of en elector
without his identification card; and

(5) the location of an elector's registration rececrd
card in the unit register when his name®did not eppeer
on the list or he did not present his identificetion card.

96. Previously the elector wes required to weit in line until he had
reached the recording poll clerk befora sction could be teken in respect of
(1) - (4) ond until he hed reached tho Prisiding Officer before action could
be tsken on (5).

/1t wes thereforesecescscces
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97, It was therefore decided that the solution to the problem was the
provision of en extra poll clerk in sddition to the normal polling station
teem of 3 - (Prasiding Officor, Deputy Presiding Officer and Poll Clerk) and
the provision of 2 voting booths per polling station.

98 . This additional poll clerk was expected to proceed.doun the line of
waiting voters and to complste the procedures described st (1) - {4) whils

the Deputy‘Prnsiding offiter would desl with the proccdure detsiled st (5).

In this way, the Recording Poll Clerk end the Presiding Officer would have

hed a steady stresm of electors, inasmuch as most of the processes would have
been completed in sdvance bsfore reaching him. This was intended to sllow for
the fester issus of ballot papers by the Presiding Officer snd thereby facilitate
the casting of their ballots by 2 voters simulteneously in the 2 voting booths
proviﬁad;

99, Wherever this procedure was carried out, the voting proéess was

considerably speeded up end there was no ceause for complaint,

400 « Unfortunately, these instructions although reportedly conveyed by
Returning Officers to Presiding Officers were not followed in a numbsr of
cases, in that the additionel poll clerk and the Deputy Presiding Officer
remained sested at the table and it was only after supervisory staff or the
returning officer introduced the stipulsted procedures that the sitvation wes
corrected.

401. The innovation of one additional poll clerk end a second voting booth
demonstrated the oxtent to which the voting process could bs expedited and the
time for voting per elector reduced by slmost 40%, This was therefore useful
8s a guids for future elections,

vith respect to 2

102+ Before sttempting to deal with this matter which hes been the subject of
nuch comment, the Commission invites attention to the following informetion
vhich ie necessery for erriving at en informed view on the conduct of the
election:

(a) the Commission's earnest efforts to have citizens verify
and/or correct their registretion status in the course of
the yeer and more particulerly betwesn Decembor, 1980 and
the date of the commencement of electoral registration; _

(b) the system of registration in operation by the Commission
is voluntery and one in which there are no senctions for
non complisnce. In fect Section 16 (3) of tha Representation
of the People Act specifically prescribes:

®Nothing in this Act shall be construed as making
it obligatory for eny person to be registered under this
Act or as subjecting o person not registered under this
Act to a penalty for failing to furnish en election officer
with information reslevent to his registration under this Act",

/(c) notulthetonding seeeess
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(c) notuithstsnding soverel remindors issued by the
Commission, meny citizens overlooked the fact that
the last dey for registration or sffecting ch;ngsa
to one'e registrstion wes the 25th Auguct, 1981 end
that the quelifying cate for the olection wes tha 26th
August, 1981, end sttempted to take action after thosa dates;

(d) the level of accuracy which a computerized list would
have achieved was not possible by the menual method
enployed. The deley in embarking on the computerizetion
programme ceused by the fire of April, 1980 which destroyed
the Commission's premises at Queen Street, Port-of-Spoin

hes elready been indicatedy

(e) over SO of the voters at the election in the age group
18 - 20 years were registered through the Commission's
initietive while still at school and below the voting age,
They were subsequently sutomaticelly enfranchised upon
ettaining the sge of 18 years; and

(f) the almost total updating of the registration of all
: persons in housing developments in various parts of the

country by means of Housa to House Survays.

103« In the light of the sbove, the Commission was convinced that tha
allegations of disenfrenchisement of eligible voters due to mass omissions
was e misrepresentation of the facts,

104+ There uwas, however, ample evidence that names of a substantial number
of persona who presented themselves to vote at polling stations on electicn
day did not eppear on the revised list for that station.

105. The Commission, therefore, in its sttempt to identify the circumstances
which accounted for the situation descrihed in the preceding paraegreph conducted
an investigetion involving a cross section of the election officers who wers
confronted with that situation on Polling Day.

106+ These included:

(1) Presiding Officers at some of the Polling
Stations visited by these persons;

(2) Returning Officers who had responsibility o=
for the conduct of the election in the
electorsl district and to whom ths
Presiding Officers would heve submitted
reports; and

(3) Registration Officers whose offices in -
someg areas were visited by crowds of
persons attempting to datermine their
registration status and/or the locetion
of their polling ststions on polling day.
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107. The Commission elso directed attention to the comments and criticisms
exprossed publicly on the conduct of the elections-end in particuler the
reasons for such vieuws. . »
108, The result of this investigation provided the Commission with uvseful

information on the sitvation and merits being placed ;n record in the light

of the uninformed views which heve been oxpressad on the subject.

109, = Set out hereunder are: ) -

(1) e list of the cetegories of persons who presented
themselves to vote but were ineligible for the
reasons indicated; and

(2) the circumstances which accounted for some
persons not being qualified to vote.

EATEGORIES

110 (1) Persons born before 3rd May, 1955 snd who were
registered as non-slectors end feiled to re-register
es electors. Such persons could not be deemed to be
electors inssmuch as the relevant provisions of the
Act did not epply to persons who had attained the age
of 21 yeers before 3rd May, 1976, Many of thess
persons, however, had the non-elector identitication

cards in their possession end presented themselves 5
to vote. i
(2) Persons whose names had been removed from the

list of electors as a result of their change of
residence snd their feilure to notify the registration
officer of their new address. A number of such persons
presented themselves t? vote either at the polling
station of their old address or that of their new
sddress.

(3) Persons affected by the changes in location of
polling stations who proceeded to the polling stetion
et which they voted st the previous electicn without
checking the 'Notice of Teking & Poll' which gesve the
location of their new polling station, It will be
noted that thers were 350 such chenges in the polling
stetions affecting 245,5 88 electors.

(4) Merried women who wera registered in thsir meiden
names end took no steps to re-register but who presented
themselves to vote in their married nemes, which names
did not appear on the list of electors.

/(5) Persons whosevecese <
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(5) Persons who were not locuted st their registered eddress
during Houso-to-House Surveys conducted by Itinerant Assistent
Registration Officers of the Commission and whose registration
had subsequently been cencellod ofter thore was no response tu:‘

(1)  €nquiry Forms; end

(2) "Notices of Intendsd Cancellation" forwsrded
to them by the Registration Officer.

CIRCUMSTANCES

11, 1) = The fect that 'a number of persons were moved to
enquire or tske sction on their registraktion only at
the height of the election campaign and after the
registration period had passed. ‘

(2) Reported instances of agents of candidates operating
outside the compound of the Polling Stetion, advising
prospective voters deliberately or otherwise that their
names did not appesr on the list of elsctors, and the
scceptance by such persons of this information without
verification at the Polling Station,

(3) Because of the widely held view that the mere
possession of an identification card entitled & person
to vote whether or not his name eppeared on the list
of electors or in the unit register of electors, s
number of persons who had moved into new districts snd
had taken no ection to inform the registration officer,
nonetheless, presented themselves to vote et the
polling station releted to their current place of

residence.

(4) The srrcn;ous opinion that notwithstanding that a
person did not notify the Commission of a change of
residence his name would appear permanently on the List
of Electors even though he may have removed to another
srea and become quslified to vote in that area.

112 « The un~cooperative attitude of. some electors to the Commission's appeel
to check the list of electors and to establish the polling station to which they
were assigned is graphically illustrated by the cese of the prospective voter
who, after being informed thet his name did not eppear on the list.ast the
polling station he visited, proceeded to the registration office to complain
that his neme had been "left out™. When asksd, howsver, how he knew that he
had visited the correct polling station, his reply was thet it was the one
nearest to ﬁls home. Enquiries however, disclosed thst it was not his polling
station and he ués accordingly directed to the correct one.
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113,  The Commission readily concedes that there may have been instancos of
human error which probably resulted in omissions of nemes or the ossignment

of nemes to wrong pclling divisions. -

114«  In meking this concession the Commission wishes to point out that
through the seversl exsrcises extending from Registration Week to the

publication of the supplementsl list, it processed epproximately 150,000 i
emendments, that js, edditions end deletions to the existing list of electors, ) ;

115+  The magnitude of this sssignment may best be understood when if is

noted that the Reviséd List published in October 1981 showed an increase in
the electorate of 45,645 over that reflected in the Annual List of December |
1980, This wes echieved in & situation in which the original eguipment for

processing changes hed been destroyed by the 'Guardian! fire and the

computerized system was not yst operational,

GENERAL _COMMENTS

116+« Tho cvents of the 1981 Pafllamsntary Election have served to reinforce
the Commission's long held view that so long as the electoral system recognizes
explicitly the right of the citizen not to participate in the electoral process,
and thero ié no provision for him to be registered or to regulerize his
registration status on polling dey, then irrespective of the efforts of the -3
Conmission end other agencies there will sluays be the mors lackadaisical of
citizens who will be moved to attempt to participate only after the date on

‘o

which registration for election has ceased.

117« If the 'status.quo! is not to be retained and radical changes are to

be introduced, then the options open are the introduction of compulsory
registretion, with appropriate senctions, either with or without the comple—
mentary arrengement of compulsory voting —since registration is primarily for
the purposes of voting-or to permit the onftanchisement of persons at any time

up to and including polling day.

118+ For reasons which follow, the Commission supports neither of these

srrangemonts,

COMPULSORY VOTING

1i9. In considering compulsory registration, the Commission has accepted the
view of some socisl scientists, that the feilure to register is ususlly
indicative of a senca of irresponsibility, of slienstion or of extremism
reflected in a rejection of the conventional system,

120+ To force en irresponsible person or sn extremist to rogister end
thereafter to voto could result in:

(1) the oxorcise of his vote irresponsibly or not at all,
such es is reflected in unmerked bsllots or those
. marked in & form that mekes their rojection necessary; or

/{2) the support ofeesessss
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(2) the support of extremist elements in the socisty.

REGISTRATION GN POLLING DAY 0 g

121. Howsver popular and convenient this mey aﬁpear to be, it opens the door

wide to slectorel impropriety; violence, disorderliness, chaos and 1litigation,

situations which so far have been evoided under the existing system. Mcreover,
this srrnagement would convert the polling station into both a registration and
voting centre.

122« The case against the adoption of such a measure is persuasively put by
Professor Harris in his book on "Registration of Voters in the United States
of America”,

"The value of registration is largely lost if
some provision is mads uwhereby the unragiséared vués:
may swear in his vote at the polls, when thsre is no
time or opportunity to investigate the case. ‘Provisions
of this kind frequently broak down in critical elections,
gspecially in the machine-controlled precincts where there
ie denger of fraud. Eleventh-hour specisl appeals for
registration, when it is too late for investigations to be
made, also work badly. These provisions may bs necessary
or can be defended under registration systems which provide
only a few days for rsgistration, for bona fide voters may
be awsy during those particular days, but under a system of
permanent registration conducted throughout the year, where
the voter is normally required to register only once, little

defence can ba made™",

123+ Uhen all the implications of such an arrangement are considered, this
seems to be the less accgptable alterna§lve.

124« The Commission, having essumed the rejection of the more radical
approach, whils accepting the fact that changing conditions demand that
refinements be made to the existing electoral system to improvs its perfor-
mance, proceeded to examine snd enelyze the existing system, its operation,
its weeknesses and its capacity for improvement within the current legal and
administrative freme-work. Consideration was also given to the extent to
which other participants could contribute to system improvement,

125+ The examination snd enalysis were confined to the two critical ereas of
its operation, that is, Registration and Voting. :

REGISTRATION L R

»

126+ The existing fecilities provide for enyone to register who ao‘uishaa,
in thst:- 7y

. /(1) offices &re esececscaas




(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

(s)

(5)

4]

(6)

offices sre esteblished in each of the 15 fegiatratinn
areas end such offices ere edequetely steffed and esre

open daily during normal working hours;

on 8 stated date each year, the electorel lists are
published and posted for inspection et -two pleces
within the relevant polling divisions and et the
approp;ista registration office so that en elector
nay bring eny omission to tha attention of the

. relevant officer. Moreover, there is tha right of

eny person to inspect the unit register of electors
at registration offices; ’

no unnecessary obstacles are pleced in ths way of
the citizen wishing to register, even though there
are aafagua}ds egainst illegal registretion such

es the requirement thet documentary evidence of birth
and nationality be produced;

there is the system of sutomatic enfranchisement of
persons registered before the voting age on their
atteining such age. This is among the more
progressive measures to be found in eny electoral
system in the world;

the records of electors ars filed elphabetically,
numerically and according to geogrephical location
81l of which facilitate sasy reference;

the soon to-be-completed camputerization of the
registration records will improve the system of
recording informstion end allow for the more
expeditious production of a list for replication
end for retrieving of information when necessary;

the pericd of elsctoral registration proclaimed

by the President before an election is intended to

end enables the more dilatory citizens to enfranchise
themselves in time for the election. Political parties
have the ‘opportunity to check all registreation trensactions
effected during the period since they are entitled to
nominate scrutineers to look sfter their interest, This
associates the desireble features of the system of ad hoc
registration with the ell embracing system of permanent’
personal rogistration;

the completion of the numbering of electricity poles
programme in 1962 ufll provide electors with 'in situ'
information on the polling division number in which their
residence is located. This will fecilitate identification
6( the locstion of the posted list of electors and their

polling station; and

/(9) tha cheractoristics..esss




(9) the characteristics snd features of the regis-
tration system satisfy sll the requirements of
a modern system, both in terms of procedures
and management, The recent restructuring of
tha Department - which will provide research
and training personnel at university level and
additional field staff ~ is expected to raise

congsiderably the level of performance.

VOTING

127. The voting procedure is neither complex nor cumbersome and achiaves
that balance between svoiding electoral impropriety while not making the

voting process lengthy and tedious.

128. The law provides for a person to vote at the polling station assigned
ta his residsntial address if his name appears on the printed and published
List of Electors and/or if his registration record card appears in the Unit
Register of £lectors. An identification card does not suffice inasmuch as
it does not contain the address of the holder and it gives no indication of
the holder's eligibility to vote in a particular constitusncy., Such holder
'may in fact be not eligible to vote in any constituency at all, if his
registration had besn cancelled for any reason though his identification

card was not recovered.

129, The arrangements for voting when once identity is established is *
simple and uncomplicated. The slector is given a ballot paper and sent with
a rubber stamp to the voting booth to imprint the "X" mark of the stamp
against the name and symbol of the candidate of his choice. The uss of ths
rubber stamp which is peculiar to this country, avoids the problems of
rajection associated with an improperly marked "X" when a pencil is used.

On his return the ballot is then placed by the voter himgelf into the ballot
box. Prior to this, the elector's finger is immersed into electoral ink
which is an effactive means against double voting and personation.

130. The voting procedure has evoked post slection nt on the sl
of the process. Thae reason for this has been explained in another part of
this report. Moreover, the Commission is convinced that the changes introduced

has had a profound effect in simplifying the voting process.

131. Some cognizance has, however, been paid by the Commission to the view
expressed that in an effectively functioning system of permanent personal
registration an elector should not necessarily have to check the List of
Electors for his nama if no event has occurred to disturb his registration
status,

132. The Commisaion; while not conceding the validity af the statement has,
however, introduced measures which with the expacted co-cperatiocn of Political

Parties, will reduce, if not totally ellniqate, cases of inadvertent omissions,

133, 1t is clear from the outline of the system given ebove that this
country's electoral system, insofar as the ereas of registration snd voting

/are concerngdeeceeess
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sre concerned, contains all tha control mechaniaims, statutory and

adninistrative, necessery for orderly and fair elections.

134, Hownver progressive a system which is not compulsory may be, and
vhatever the ettempts at administrative improvements, which msy be mads,
the co-operation of political perties has an important part to play.

135, Unfortunstely, however, the participation of political perties in
this country in promoting registration has been seasonal and, significantly,
only during the period following the announcement of the date of en election,

136, This seasonal interest was demonstrated clearly at the recent
elactions. Copies of the list of electors published in December 1980,
~ July 1981 and August 1981 were distributsd to sll political parties at the
time of publication and posting, yet there were few recorded instances of
any omissions being brought to the Commission's attention during the p;riod
of electoral registration in August 1981 or even after when it would still
have been possible to rectify any omissions through inadvertence by the
medium of the Supplemental List,

137, 1t is hoped that the measures proposed with respect to maintaining
the register will result in more consistent attention by political parties
to voter registration which is a ysar round sctivity of the Commission,

PROPOSALS FOR CHANGE

138, Based on its perception of the requirements for improvement in the
system, the Commission has or will shortly embark upon the following
organizational and functional changes:

(1) the Commission will provide on a quarterly basis
to each political party now functioning and to
which a symbol has been assigned, a complete
list of the names addad and names deleted in
each of the 1063 polling divisions in the 14
registration areas in Trinidad and Tobago. This
will ellow & political party to maintain a complete
record of electors in each polling divisién and
would permit such party to essist the Commission

in bringing to its sttention any inaccuracy noted; .

(2) the Commission will publish periodically for
public information, s list of ell the persons
vhose registrations have bsen cancelled in
‘cansequence of their removal from their registered
address, and the absence of eny information as to
their vhereabouts ;

(3) the Commission will make aveilable to voters,
their poll cards in the week preceding the

/elections 80..eeaes



slections so as to further relisve the pressure at
the polling stations and to provide enother
opportunity befare the &lection for-a person to
enquire into any omission at the office of the

registration officer;

(4) in the ebsence of a total country-wide registra-
tion programme, the Commission will embark on the
updating of addresses to accord with the develop-
ment in certein areas, for example, the replacs-
ment of the village nama originally given at time
of registration by the street name within such
village; and

(5) the Commission will, as indicated earlier, maintain
a record of special slectors in the defence end
protective ssrvices which will facilitate the
issue of special ballots to such persons, so

long as they remain members of such services.

139, Additiunally,'ths Commission will (a) submit proposals for
functional amendments to certain Sections and Rules of the Representation
of the People Act; and (b) submit proposals for the implementation of

programmss with financial implications, Included among these are:

(1) the introduction of a 'birth to death total
register' in which the number assigned on thae
birth certificate will continue as the regis-
tration number when the subject ragisters in

his/her oun right;

(2) the limited use of records of other Government
Agencies to effect changes of address where such
changes have,not been notified. This is easily
the most difficult asrea of the Commission's work;

(3) the amendment to the law to permit the insertion
of sdditional information on the registration . :..-
record card and identification cards of regis-
trants, such as blood group and their referenca
number in the records of other Government Number-
ing Agenciea. This is intended to increase the
usefulness of the identification card and thus
enhonce in the public's eye, the valug of
-régiattation; .

(4) provision of facilities for persons ;; the ol
diplom=tic service or on Government's business

overssas to exerciss the franchise;

(5) a total review of the remuneration paid to
election officers end particulerly polling day

/8taff t0ieecoecaes




. - (a) collect the identification cards of _
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ptaff to ensure the availsbility of a
sufficiently high quality of staff at
future elsction; and "

(6) samendment to the Act to empower District
Registrars of Births end Deaths to

-deceassl persons from informants and

(b) to provids the Commission with
information necessary to identify the
fegiatrration of the deceased person.

The information which is now extracted
quarterly from the records of the District
Registrar of Births and Deaths is sometimes
insufficient to assist in identifying the
tgglsttatian(

EXPENDITURE

140, -Total expenditure incurred in the conduct of the election

(excluding

a small number of queried claims) was §3,173,529. This

expenditure was distributed as follows:

Supplies ess’ P ove cae ese $483,126.

Services (excluding remunsration and
sllowances to returning officers and

the

polling station and relsted staff) ... $1,581,185.

Remuneration and allowances to

Returning Officers and Polling Station

.Staff .. vee .on e ese .es $783,508.
Publicity aee eoe aee ese een $116,920.
“Miscellansous Expenditure eee * eee ees $208,790.

The major expenditure under Supplies and Servicas was incurred on:

(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

the cost of refurbishing metal ballot boxes,
poll card boxes and carrying cases;

overtime allowance to employses of the Ministry of
Works in connection with the use of the Ministry's
vehicles by the police during the weskend preceding
the election; ’ =

the purchase of a substantisl number of units to
provide emergency lighting and for the more remote

areas; and

the purchass of the constituent chemicals in the
United Kingdom and the United States of America
for breparatiun of electorsl ink.
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° 141, The Commission gratefully acknowledges the sssistance received from the

following individuals and sgencies without which an exercise of this megnitude

could not have been completed:

; (1) the Ministry of Works through which the services of Mr. F. Radix-

- end a team of technicel officers wsre made available to essist in
the several operations in areas which the Commission did not
possess the required technical staff, for exemple, the repelrs to
ballot boxes and the preparation of polling stations;

(2) the Government Printer and staff whose dependability and relisbil-
ity throughout the yesars in printing the statutory and other
documents including ballot papers hsve been most commendable;

(3) the Postmester Gensral end sSpfr in the arrangements for thaA

distribution of special ballots;

(4) the Police for the effective security arrengemsnts and the

provision of facilities for easy communication;
(5) the Government Chemist for the preparation of slectoral ink;

. (6) British West Indien Airways and ths Ministry of External Affairs
5, and particularly its New York Office for its efforts in arranging
the transport of election supplies from the United Kingdom and
the United States of America;

Y

(7) the two daily newspapers, television and the radio stations
most of which agencies responded readily to the Commission's
request to publicise information relating to the election, soma-

times st very short notice; and

(8) the staff of the Elections and Boundsries Commission at all levels
who cen best bs described as having recognised fully their obliga-
tions to ths Commission and to their country.

Respectfully submitted,

L. Alan Reecs,
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Stephen Moosai-Maharaj, Simeon Alexender,
Member. . Member.
Karl de le Bastide, & Oswald Wilson,
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SLETIORL DISTRICT OF 203460
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ELI0RAL DISTRICE OF 080 I

Tabletd Cont'ds
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1 hereby certify that the foregoing {8 a stateceat of the poll shoving the nuzber of votes cast for oach candidate
and o the 10th day of Novesber, 1081 declare Pagela Nicholson elected.

Albert Joseph,
Returning 04ficer,
Tobago Zasts
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NUMBER OF NAMES ON SPECIAL
AND OTHER LIST OF ELECTORS

TASLE (2)
NO OF NAFES ON NO OF NAMES ON
ELECTORAL DISTRICT LIST OF SPECIAL LIST OF OTHER TOTAL NO.
£LECTORS ELECTORS OF NAMES

DIEGO MARTIN WEST 100 22,101 22,201
DIEGO MARTIN EAST 79 21,829 21,908
DEEGO FARTIN CENTRAL 187 21,769 21,926
PORT-OF-SPAIN NORTH 10 20,795 20,905
PORT-OF =SPAIN SOUTH 106 20,740 20,846
PORT-0F=SPAIN EAST : 80 . 20,366 20,446
ST. ANN'S WEST 99 21,552, 21,651
ST. ANN'S EAST 95 21,596 21,691
LAVENTILLE m 20,923 21,034
BARATARIA 89 21,710 21,799
SAN JUAN 91 21,655 21,746
ST. JOSEPH 107 . 20,225 20,332
TUNAPUNA 14 21,144 21,258
ST. AUGUSTINE 73 20,811 20,884
AROUCA 176 21,600 21,776
ARIEA 178 21,633 21,811
16O/ NZANILLA 103 19,677 19,780
NARIVA 84 20,254 20,338
CARONI EAST 35 20,478 20,513
CHAGUANAS 57 20,475 20,532
COUVA NORTH 24 19,898 19,922
COUVA SOUTH 62 20,471 20,533
SAN FERNANDG WEST ’ a 7% 20,167 20,242
SAN FERNAMDC EAST 103 21,422 21,525
PCINTE-A-PIERRE 88 20,882 20,970
NAPARIMA 63 20,203 20,266
PRINCES TOuN 139 20,364 20,503
TABAPYITE ; 33 20,697 20,730
ORTOIRE /MAY 8RO’ 81 19,125 19,206
OROPOUCHE 54 20,411 20,465
SIPARIA 60 20,375 20,435
FYZABAD 114 . 20,760 20,894
LA BREA 87 21,005 21,092
CGINT FORTIN 101 20,682 20,763
TOBAGD WEST 1917 13,030 13,221
TLHAGO EAST 144 11,796 11,940

TOTAL 40 40 o0 o0 00 o0 o0 oo o 3,463 732,641 736,104




ELECTIONS 70 TS woust G'r'i REPRES IS 1981

1%
ALt 3
A_SURRY OF VOIS CASD (VR wmy
PROVIOIS PARLIYBYMARY GRMERAL ELEN°OONS 1961 06
w
oL PERCETAGE i
IO0SE OF OUSE OF | BOUSE OF | BOUSE OF | oust op HOUSSOP | BOSE OF | BOWSEOF [ionst op &gsz oF
D, 1R 1966 | R, 9 | w0 | g, 59w 6| w66 | e, 191 [REP, 1906 P, 198
KORSER OF WAKES ON LIST | 376,511 |bsg.bag S | S | 9,10k
OF ELECTORS
WONRER OF VOIS CAST 1 373,52 | o, 548 | s8¢0 15809 | basgns ;
B gom| pw | osiw s
WONSER OF VOTES ACCETED | 333,386 | 2,002 | o152 M | b2, mb -
NUBER OF VOOLS REVECTDD | 49| 4 n M| 26
“AERRESENTS WURBER OF LACTIORS TN MENTIAEIGAR (2) COMSTINERTES 16 THICE ZTIONS TERE CONTESTED,  CANDIDATES WRE momrospy N
BEMAINING BIGHT (8) constImommciss,

TEE T07AL NUKBER OF ELOCTORS ON TUE AEVISED L5y OF ELECT0RS ROR 1971 %S « bsh sy,

66T



SLECTION ™ THE BOISE OF REPRESENTATIVES » 1961

it ) 155 BECTSTRATION AREAS, NONBER OP ELECIORS AKD
NOHBER OF CONSTITURNCIES CONTATNED VEZEIN BACH ARBA
REGISTRATION ARDAS NOHBER OF ML NER | CONSTITODICIES VITEIN RECLSTRATION
POLLING DIVISIONS 0P ELBCT0RS \B, (7) PARE o F) THOLS
1« CITY OF Peef, 0235+0880 « 132 b, 888 Paed NORTE, Po0e5 2ASD, (P) P03
So0t
2« BOROUGE OF SAke §025-4195 « 51 am (P) SAN FERRANDO EAST
FERNANDO AN FERNANDO WEST
3 » BORODGH OF ARIMA
§ « 725 WARDS OF AREHA
(EICLASVE OF 45 MOROGH 1505209 « W 339 (2) 8, AW, 51, JOLSTINE
OF ARIMA), BLANCEISSEUSE AROUCA (¥) ARIA
D SWRMPE
5 « THE WARD OF DIEGO 00010230 « 50 6,9t () DIZ00 NARTIN WES?, D100
MARTIN IN 2B COTYEY OF MARETN 2157 DIRGO-MARTIN CENTRAL
)
§ o THD HARD OF TACARIGUA 150501805 « 83 5,110 (p) 52, ANNS, ST, ATGUSTINE
T4 78 CODNRY OF S?, GBORGE AROUCA, §1, JOSEPE, CARONT BASY
(n) ONAPTNA
7« THE WARD OF 51, ANNS 08851500 131 13,8 (9) P-0e5 SOUTH, 0o BASE 2, MOIS
14 745 COWTY OF §1, GRORGE 1, JOSEPE, BARKTARIA, LAVENTILLE
SAN JOAN
§ « CONNRY OF CARGNT 213225 123 8,053 (9) TABAQUTE, COUVA SOUTH, CARONT BAS?
(Y) CHAGUANAS, COTVA NORTE
9  COUNTIES OF 2, ANDREM 200e2410 » 65 31,066 (1) T0CO/NAVZARTLLA, (P) HARIVA
§8, DN
0N Carrded Formand:iisiieit 683 48,950
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SARLE (4) commvIm
NONBER OF TO0AL NONBER | CONSTITUBNCTES WIMAIN RESIStmittOn
TRGISTIACON MRS HILLIYG DIVISToNs PR |, () Bt « 0) rayg
BROVORY FORNARD: 1112 ) 18,950
10 « T8 WARD OF DOJNTEwhe (P) TABAQUTTE, PRINCES tom
PIERRE, SAVANA GRANDE 23063430 .75 CRROIRE/MATARO, POTNTE-A-PEHRE
AND OREOTRE I 182 Jg0e3685 « 84 NAPARTHA, COOVA S00TE
COMMTY OF YICO0RTA
11« THE WARDS OF NAPARLMA 3543485 (P) ORPOTRE/NATARO, SAN FERMAND) Eagy
AND MORUOK T MR 36903695 £2,090 AYD WES?, NAPARIMA, POTHTE-A-PIERGE
COMTY OF VICIORIA 30020 « 84 QROPOUGEE, SIPARTA
12+ 55 WARDS OF SIPARTA 420064525 (¢) OROPONCE, STPARLH, Pruan,
AXD ERIN N 245 cominy 453504585 « 10 53,20 POINTTORTIN
oF S0, PATRIGR
19« THE ARDS OF LA BOEA D | Asipudsps 0S| (0 STuaD, U e, o
ORSINEECmITOr | Wk . ,
§1, PATRICK
b « COMNTIES OF NARIVA %1526 « 39 M (P) BABAQUITE, PRINCES 20w
AKD NATARO CROOTRE-MATARO, NARIVA
15 « M0BAGO be5065 « b4 2,161 (V) 703460 BAS? 44D wEg?
ok o 1,063 736,104
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e LECTION 10 TEE BODSE OF ECPARSENTITIVES 198
%0740 YOHEER OF VOTES RECEIVED 31 CARDIDATS CF BACE PARST AYD
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ELACTI00S 10 THR KCUSE OF REFRETTNMSIVES 198y "
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TACLE 6

- 204

204

ZLECTOK.\L DISTRICTS, NUMBER OF ELECTORS, NUMBER OF VOTES CAST, NUMBER OF
VOTZS REJECTZD, VOTES CAST AS A PERCENTAGE OF THE ELECTORATE AND VOTES REJECTED
A3 A FERCENTACE CF VOTES CAST.

NUMBER VOTES CAST VOTES REJECTED

ELECTCRAL DISTRICT . PERCENTAGE "--‘Cg';'f"'ﬁ*i
NUMBER oF NUMBER  { yorzs crsT
ELZCTORATE

DIZBC MARTIN WEST 22201 11,055 49,80 61 0.552
DIBGO KARTIN EAST 21908 10,544 48.13 130 1.232
DIEGO MARTIN CEKTRAL 21926 11,866 5b,12 55 0.464
PORT GF SILIN NGRTH 20905 9,872 47,22 51 0,517
FCRT OF SFAIN SCUTH 20846 9,862 47.3% 16 0.162
PGRT OF SPLIN EAST 20446 9,523 46,58 83 0.872
ST ALMNS WEST 21651 10,342 47,77 24 0,232
ST ANHS EAST 21691 11,113 51.23 167 1.503
LAVENTILLE 21034 8,964 42.62 46 1,628
SAXATARIA 21799 10,808 49.58 45 0,416
SHLI JUAR: 21746 9,879 b5.43 62 0,628
ST JUSZFH 20332 11,014 sh,17 118 1.0M
TULATUNA 21258 12,372 58.20 36 0,307
ST AUCUSTILE 20884 12,352 59.15 134 1,085
AROUCA 21776 12,678 58,22 78 0,615
ARIFA 21811 12,649 57.99 5 0.040
TOCOMANZARILLA 19780 11,801 59.66 105 0.850
17.0TVA 20338 13,032 64,08 162 1.243
CARCHT EAST 20513 12,204 59.49 o =
CHAGUALAS 20532 12,087 58,87 87 0.720
COUVA KORTH 19922 12,516 62.83 27 0.216
COUVA SOUTH 20533 12,889 62.77 43 G.33¢
SAL FEREANDO GEST 202h2 11,603 57.32 49 0.422
SAll TERNANDO ZAST 21525 12,352 57.38 119 0.963
FOI:TEA FIERRE 20970 12,139 57.89 [ =
MAFARIMA 20266 12,700 62.67 81 0.638
PRIKCES TCAM 20503 14,103 68.79 47 9.333
TABACUITE 20730 13,352 6l b1 118 | 0.804
ORTOIRE/FAYARO 19206 11,287 58,77 70 0,620
OROTCUCHE 20465 12,656 61,84 130 1.027
SIFARIA 20435 12,177 59.59 110 . 0.903
FYZABAD 20894 11,873 56,82 100 0.%42
1A BREA 21092 11,945 56463 51 0.426
POIRT FCRTIN 20783 12,286 59.12 b7 0.383
TOBAGO WEST 13221 9,145 69.17 4 0.481
TOBAGO EAST 11940 8,376 70.15 35 0.418
TOTALt t : 736,104 415,416 2,638

© e S—— o g 2 o o0 4




SLICTIONS %0 7EE HOUSE OF REPRESEYTATIVES 1984

1LE 7 ELECTORAL DISTRICE, 041 NUNRER OF BOLLDIG DIVISIONS, %0%L NMRRR
OF SLIVTOSS, AVERAGE NUHDER OF ELECOORS P20 POLLING SEATION, 0L
NTABER OF VOTSZS, AVERAGE OWDER OF YOTERS PSR POLLING STATION
NTHBER OF POLLING 100 NUER WERGE o, PR | ymnge of AVERAGENO,,OF Yotgas
ELEVOMAL DISTRICT STATIONS 0F 21088 POLLLNG StATION | vonmas PERPCLLING STASLON

DIZNO MARCTN WESY % 2, & 11,055 "
DIEDO MARSTY BAS? 0 u,9% m 10,544 bl
DIES0 ARTDH CSMA g 06 i 11,86 o
PORY OF SPATN NoRre b 20,4% 7 §,in b1
08T OF SPATY SO0t R 20,6 51 9,062 o
ORE OF SPAIN EiS? 0 20,4 # 9,523, b
S, wng st 2 21,61 i 0,0 m
S, NS 2t N 211 586 11,113 n
LAvEYRTLLE ) u,0% 751 §,964 30
W % umM 823 nim "
i J n 1,74 " 10,00 50
1, s 3 0% " 11,01 #
TOAAPOR B 1,58 1 12,50 i
§1, ADGSI0NE R 20,88 £53 12,5 %
AROTCA 3 1M 0 ] 9
ARINA % U4 606 - 12,64 3t
T0GMANANTLLA ¥ 19,78 i 11,801 %
SIvA W 2,3 508 15,00 s
CARONT ZAS? R 2,51 im 2,4 3“
::;::‘::; ;2 257 i 0 g

19,922 g2 12,516 3
CCovA Somy 3] 5% 708 12,8 " -
GO RO s ¢ e

10 #82 w3,

- 90
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MBLE (7) CONTINTED
TLECTORAL DISTRICY NUNBER OF POLLING 207AL NOHSER AVERAGE D0, PER | NOMBEROF | AVERAGE KO, OF
STATIONS OF ELECTORS POLLING STATION | VOTERS Yotsas PR
_ POLLING STATION

BROVGHT FORWARD s:2:essssseis n k3,83 14,407 249,422
SANSFERANDO VES? b 2,2 b 1,60 35

* SuiaTERNAID0 B4 % 2,5 5% 12,352 3"3
JONIEA+PIERRR B 0, 6% 12,1% )
WAPAEIMA R 2,266 5) 12,70 i1
PRINGES Tom ) 2,53 6 1h,103 k3
TABAQUITE B 0, R 53R e
ORIOTREMATARD 3 19,206 52 1,8 8
CROPOVCEE » 0,468 620 12,65 3%
SIPIRIA % 20,435 601 2, b
TR b 2,5% 5% 1,4 b
U BB ] 1,08 M 11,45 %6
POINT-FORTIN 3 20,783 5 12,286 3
T0BAGO VISP ) 13,221 in 9,15 b4
TOBAGO BAS? ] 11,5 i 8,06 28

MM sesnasasieses 1,20 736,10k b5, 16

- L0 -— °




LECTIONS TO THE M
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208

ELECTORAL ©1STRICT, TCTAL VOTES CAST, PARTY AFFILIATION OF CANDIDATES, VOTES
RECIIVED BY FACH CANDIDATE A A& PERCENTAGE OF VOTES CAST, PAZCRITY OF WINNING
CANDICATE OVER NEXT IN ORDER I¥ EACH ELECTORAL DISTRICT,

-

Teble 8
Majority
Votes Percentage of ficst
€lectorel Oistrict Party Cest for of Votes over
Afrilistion Candidates cest for second
DIEGO MARTIN WEST
Francis, Hugh «. +¢ o0 oo P.N.M, 7,338 66.30
Guerrs, Theodore R, s +o» 0.N.R, 2,666 24,12 4,672
Abfdls Nidarmak .Menes, . N.J.A.C. 803 ‘7.26
Balews co oo o¢ o o0 o0
Lessalle, Christian O, .. | Tapia House 187 1.69
Re jected Votes . .. o4 o0 61 0.55
TOTAL VOTES CAST . .. 11,055 100.
DIEGO MARTIN EAST
Lewis~-Phillip, Norms . .. P.N.M, 6,499 61,64 -
Splcer, HUGh ¢4 oo oo oo 0.N.R. 3,245 30,77 3,254
Smenkhkars, Azikiwe o4 oo _NiJUALC, 491 4,66
Lasughlin, lvan Tepia House 179 1.70
Re Jected Votes .. .es oo 130 1.23
TOTAL VOTES CAST .. o 10,544 100,
DIEGO _fFARTIN CETRAL
Laquis, Joseph .. o0 oo P.N.F, 65,628 55.86
Hudson-Phillip, Karl . .. 0.N.R, 4,428 37.32 2,200
Kambon, Asha .. e ss oo N.J.A.C. 467 3.93
Harris, Fichael P.. «4 o Tepis House 288 2.43
Rejected Votes . <o oo <o 5% 0,46
TOTAL VOTES CAST ,. .. 11,866 100.
PORT-NF-SPalM NORTH
Pedmore, Cverand R, .« .. P.N.P, 5,357 54,27
Blake, Felix I. +s o0 oo O.N.R, 3,647 36,94 1,710
Mohipp, Arthur R. . .. .. N.J.A.C. 515 5.22
Matthews, "itey .. ¢4 +¢f Tapia Houss 268 2.7
Kumer, Ranjit oo oo oo o0 - ToleP, 34 0.3¢
Re Jected Yotes o <o o0 oo 5t 0.52
YOTAL VOTES CAST .. ., 9,872 100,
PORT-OF=-SPAIN STUTH
Willlams, Ronald J. .4 oof- P.N.M, 6,148 62,34
Pantin, Clive B, .. +0 oo O.N.R, 3,070 31.13 3,078
Oksome, Clufemi .. ., .. N.J.A.C. 484 4.91
Fung-¥ee~fung, Carlton P,{ Tepis House 144 1.46
Rejected Votes .o ov oo 16 0.16
TOTAL VOTES CAST ,, .. 9,862 100,
PORY-CF~-SPAIN EAST
Joseph, Cuthbert .o ¢ oo PN, 7,393 77.6
Kwasi, Lasana N, oo o0 s M.J.A.C, 1,111 1.7 6,282
Raphasl, Lennox .« ¢4 o 0.N.R, A4 8.5
Harris, Michael A, .., .. T«pis House 122 1.3
Re jected Votes ee o0 es 83 .9
TAYAL UNTES CAST ., . 9,523 100,




ELECTIGNS TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESEMTATIVES, 1981

209

ELECTGRAL DISTRICT, TCT-L VOTES VAST, PARTY AFFILIATION OF CAMDIDATES, VOTES
RECEIVED BY EACH CAMDIDATE AS A PERCENTAGE OF VOTES CAST, MAJGRITY OF WIANING
CANDIDATE OViR NEXT IN OROER IN EACH ELECTORAL DISTRICT,

Table 8-Continued

Majority
Votas Percentage of first
Electoral District Party Cast for of Votes over
Affiliation Candidates cast for second
ST. ANN'S WEST
Oonaldson, John S. se ee o PuN. I, 7,464 72.17
€lcock, Lloyd Y. +v +s O.N.R. 1,794 17.38 5,670
Bankole, Anum A, .. .. N.3.A.C, 845 8.17
Hood, Arnold C. «¢ oo o Tapia House 215 2,08
Re jected Votes +¢ o4 o 24 0,23
TOTAL VOTES CAST . 10,342 100,
ST, ANMN'S EA"T
Chambers, George M. .. P.N.M, 8,457 76. 11
Beddoe, Cecil .. «¢ o0 O.N.R, 1,985 17.86 6,472
Akinyele, Jomo 0. . .. N.J.A.C. 303 2.73
veek86,Roland J. o4 oo Tapia House 176 1.58
Albert, Revs Dre oo o0 P.R.P, 25 0.22
Hejected Votes .. .. 167 1.50
TOTAL VOTES CAST .. 11,113 100,
LAVENTILLE
Cartay, Desmond H. .. PN, 7,244 80.81
Daaga, Makandal A, .. N.JWALC, 824 9.19 6,420
walcott, Valeria .. . 0.N.R, 649 7.24
Joseph, Hamlet .o 40 o Tapia House 101 1 1.13
Re jected Votus .. +o o 146 1.63
TOTAL VOTES CAST .. 8,964 100.
PARATARIA
rohammad, Kamaluddin . P.N, K, 6,113 56,82
Deosaran, Ramesh .. .. D.N.R. 4,172 38,78 1,941
Kunlae, Makemba H.8, .. N.J.AR.C. 312 2.90
Jones, Anthony M. & o« D.A.C. 166 1.08
Re jected Votes +e oo o 45 0,42
TOTAL VOTES CAST .. 10,808 100,
SAY JUAN
Donawa, Muriel .. «. o P.N.M, 7,037 71.23
Charles, Ronald W. . . O.N.R, 2,057 20,82 4,960
Mobota, Jawara .. se o N.J.A.C. 469 4,75
Taylor, Lloyd .« as o Tapia Hquss 254 2,57
fle jacted Vates .. ¢4 o« 62 0.63
TOTAL VOTES CAST .. 9,879 100,
ST. J0SEPH
Ffohammed, Shamehuddin P.N.N. 5,488 49,83
Assam, Marvyn l. .. oo O.N.R. 4,558 41,36 933
Lea, Attim .0 oo oo oo Tepia House 444 4,03
Oma, Aiyegoro «. o+ oo N.J.A.C. 409 N
Re jucted Votes . .. .. 118 1.07
TOTAL VOTES CAST 11,014 100,
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Ma Jority
Votes Percentage of first
Electoral District Party Csst for of Votes over
Affilistion Candidates cast for sscond
TUNAPUNA .
Scott, John P. .4 os oo P.N.M, 6,290 50.84
Best, Lloyd As +v es oo Tapia House 4,168 33.69 2,122
Baptiste, Rhona S. . .. O.N.R, 1,642 13,27
Oaaga, Liseli N. .. .. N.J.A.C. 234 1.89
Re jected Votes .. o oo 38 0.3
TOTAL VOTES CAST . .. 12,372 100,
ST. AUGHSTIHE
Humphrey, John 0. 4, o4 U.LLF, 5,528 48,73
0 jsh-Maharaj, Deodath ., P.N,¥, 4,279 34,64 1,246
Hosein, fyard .. oo oo 0.H.R, 2,108 17.07
Komose, “hi oo +0 o4 oe N.J.ALC, 225 1,82
Joseph, Eernadette . .. N.F.P. 81 0.66
Re Jected Votes .. «o oo 134 t.08
TOTAL VOTES CAST . .. 12,352 100,
AROUCA
Gordon, Marilyn Irens . P.N.M, 8,155 64,32
Ramcharan, Ronald .. .. 0.N.R, 2,880 22.72 5,275
Gibbings, wesley Arthur Tapia House 1,059 8.35
FMoyo, Kandla Equino .. N.J.A.C, 506 3,99
Re jocted Votes .o 4o oe 78 0.62
TOTAL VOTES CAST .. 12,678 100,
ARIFA
Ford, Ashton «. «o o¢ o PN, 8,439 66,72
Saunders, Richard ,. . 0.N.R, 3,453 27.30 4,986
Kambon, Khafra U, .4 oo N.J.A.C, 557 4,40
Reynald, Netl A... .. . Tapia House 155 1.22
John, DulCie +v o0 oo » N.F.P, 40 0.32
Re Jected Votes .. +s . 5 0.04
TOTAL VOTES CAST .. 12,649 100,
TDCO(HAN!ANILLA
Clarke-Allen, Elmina .. PN, 8,200 69.49
Victor, Clivin .. & .. 0.N.R, 2,622 22.22 5,578
Stewsrt, Maurice «. «oe 0.A.C. 470 3.98
C-esar, Peter ,. ¢¢ oo N.J.A.C, 404 3,42
Rejected Votes .4 oo oo 1058 0.89
TOTAL VOTES CAST ., 11,801 100.
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Fajority
Votes Percentage of first
€lectoral CistEict Party Cast for aof Votes aver
Affiliation Cendidstes cast for second
NARIVA
Hardeo, Hardath .., . P.H.M, 6,146 47.18
Sooklal, Teran 3, . 0.N.R, 3,322 25.49 2,826
Khadar, Bridglal .. . D.A.C. 3,098 23.77
Dindial, leffrey . . N.J.A.C. 203 1.56
Khan, Az82 oo o oo o N.FL.P, 99 0.76
Re Jacted Votes .. .. 162 1.24
TOT L VOTES CAST 13,032 100,
CARCNI_EAST
Ramsaran, Manichan , p.u.M, 5,636 46,18
Jattan, Samuel .. .. U.L.F, 4,531 37.13 1,108
Persad, Unanan ., .. O.N,R, 1,733 14,20
todibo, foriba 0. .. H.J.ALC, 192 1.57
Assee, Gersld .. .. N.F.P, 112 0.92
Rajected Votes .. .. * = =
TOTAL VOTES CAST 12,204 100,
£HACUANAS
Dookeran, Winston C, U.L.F, 5,789 47.90
Satnarine-Singh, *
David oo o0 ve oo o0 PN, 3,752 31,04 2,037
Shivarattan, Sudeesh O.N.R, 2,148 12,77
Hamlogan, Rajsh ., . N.J.h.C. 160 1.32
Sampat-Metha, Ramdeo N.F.P, 151 1.25
Re jected Votes .. .. 87 0.72
TOTAL VOTES CAST 12,087 100,
COUVA NPRTH
Panday, Basdeo ... U.L.F. 6,938 55,43
Rampersad,kallavattl P.N. K, 3,492 27.90 3,446
isahab, Abdool . .. O.N.R, 1,992 15,91
Sankar, Jaseph . .. N.F,P, 67 0.55
Re jected Votes . .. 27 - 0.29
TOTAL VOTES CAST 12,516 100,
COUVA ST UTH
Ramnath, Kelvin ., U.L.F, 6,460 50.12
Swaratsinah, Baliram P.N. M. 4,383 34.01 2,077
Jokhoo, khemrem,, 0.N.R, 2,003 15.54
Re jected Votes .. 43 0,33
TCTAL VOTES CAST 12,889 100.
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Ma jority
Votes Psrcentage of First
Electoral District Party Cast for of votes over
Arriliation Candidates Cast for second
SAN FERNANDO WEST
Mehabir, €rrol Edward P.N.M, 6,231 53,70 .
St. George, Anslem G. 0.N.R, 4,510 38,87 1,721
Persad, Percy <. oo o 0.A,C. 406 3.50
Kamare, Kesala N, .. N.J.A,C, 386 3,33
Annamunthodo, Walter, 1.N.D. 21 0.18
Re Jected, Votes «. .. 49 0,42
YOTAL VOTES CAST .. 11,603 100,
SAN FERNANDO EAST
Manning, Patrick .. . PN, 7,944 64,31 .
Austin, William .. .. 0.N.R, 3,043 24,64 4,901
Bsrca, Oroonko .. e HeJ.R.C, 632 5.12
Myers, Lincoln .. .. Tapia House 614 4.97
Re jected Votes .. .. 119 0.96
TOTAL VOTES CAST .. 12,352 100.
POINTE-A-PIERRE
Hinds, Winston A, ., PNl 5,246 43,23
Hem Lea, Oswald . .. 0.N.R, 3,403 28,03 1,843
Disz, NuBvO .o «4 4o U.L.F. 3,168 26,10
Tang, Stephen ., ,. N.J.A.C, 322 2.65
Rejected Votes .. . - -
TOTAL VCTES CAST 12,139 100.
NAPARIFKA
Hosein, Emmanuel C, U.L.F, 6,296 49.6
Gool jJar, sShannon S, P.N.M, 3,665 23.9 2,631
PMootoo, Romesh D, .. O.N.R. 2,369 18.6
Dabidesn-Sonachan=,
singh 2.Vt «o o0 o N.J.A.C. 159 1.3
Seun:rine,Sir ju e
Porsad «v vo o0 o0 o W.l.P.CoM, 130 1.0
Re Jected Votes .. .. 81 0.6
TOTAL VOTES CAST 12,700 100,
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Ne jority
Votes Percentage of ficet
€lectorel Distriot Party Cast for of Votes over
Affiliation Candidetses cast for second
PRINCES TOWN
Mohammad, AMOY «¢ o0 oo P.N.M, 6,888 48,84
Sescharan, Latchmen ,, UeL.f. 4,591 32.55 2,297
tishara j, Robert . .. .o 0.N,R, 2,459 17,44
Gopsul, Primnath .. .. N.J.A.C, . 118 0.84
e Jected Votes .. o4 oo 47 0.33
TOTAL VOTES CAST . .. 14,103 Y 100,
TARAQUITE
Mohammed, Nizam oo oo u.L.F. 5,709 42,76
Cam<ar, Charlas L, . .. PN, 4,725 35.39 984
Dass, Premchand J. + .. 0.N.R. 2,444 18,30
Leonard, Winston , , .. N,J.A.C, 268 2.00
Yacoob, Nazrudeen .. .. N.F.P, -1} 0,65
He Jected Votes .. +s «. 118 0.90
TOTAL VOTES CAST ,. 13.352 100,
nnrrln:gruvaao
Prevatt, Leon X, ,. .. P.N.TL. 7,074 62.67
*aharaj, Stephen C, ,, U.L.F. 2,282 20,22 4,792
Leuls, Samuel .3° .. .. 0.N.R. 1,544 13,68
lutota, Ako Khafra ,.. N.J.A.C, 239 2.12
Dapson, 3teve .u ae o N.F.P, 78 0.69
Re Jected Votes .. .4 oo 70 0.62
TOTAL VOTES CAST .. 11,2687 100.
GRCPLIICHE
Sudams, Trevor T, ,. . U.L.F. 5,161 40,78
Rambachan, Surujrattan O.N.R, 4,072 32.17 1,089
Ar joonsingh,Seepersad P.N.M, 3,079 24,33
Leressey, lan .o o0 oo N.J.A.C, 177 1.40
2ainool, Fafzal .. .. N.F,P, 37 0,29
Re jacted Vates . .. .. 130 1.03
TOTAL VOTES CAST ., 12,656 100,
S1PARIA
Roopnarine, Govindrs . U.L.F. 6,331 5§1.99
Ramjatten, Horace .. . PN, 3,953 32.46 2,378
Seukaran, Vi jay Laxhhi 0.%.R, 1,664 13.67
Sonachansingh, liapchan N.J.A.C. 119 0.98
Re jected Votes .. .. . 110 0.90
TOTAL VOTES CAST . 12,177 100.
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fAajority
Votes Percentage of firet
€lectorsl Oistrict Party Cast for of Votes aver
Affiliation Candidates cast for second
FYZABAD
Yilliams, Winston .. «. | P.N M, 6,229 62.5
Brown, Bernard George . 0.N.R, 3,644 30.7 2,585
Nicholas, Dennis Lucky .| D.A.C. 1,434 12.1
Udika, Adisa Shabaka .. N.JIALC, 385 3.0
Briggs, Kenny «. oo oo of. N.F.P, 11 0.9
Re jected Votes .. oo oo 100 0.8
TOTAL VOTES CAST .. 11,0873 100,
LA BREA
Anthony, Tan v o0 s PN, 7,982 66,82
Jeffrey, Fitzgerald Fc W 0.N.R, 2,349 19,66 5,633
B8il11ly-Montague,fMichael Tpala House 1,027 8.60
David, Anthony .¢ +0 o N.J.A.C. 536 4,49
Re jJected Votes .. .. . 51 0.43
TOTAL VOTES CAST ,. 11,945 100,
POINT FORTIN
Rogers, Cyril .. .+ & P.N.F, 8,098 65.9
Peters, Randolph .. o 0.N.R, 3,218 26,2 4,880
Obika, Nyshuma .. .. N.J,A.C, 622 5.1
Colley, Milford «s o D.A.C. 301 2.4
Re jected Votes .. «se 47 0.4
TOTAL VOTES CAAT . 12,286 100,
JOBAGO WEST
Ogiste, James 1, .. . D.A.C. 4,583 50.1
Rowley, Koith C., .. . TUPuNGE. 4,219 46.1 364
furray, Winston C, .. | F.H.M, 143 1.6
Mohoni, Embav R, ,, . N.J.A,C. 156 1.7
Re jected Votes .. «o o 44 0.5
TOTAL VOTES CAST 9;1!5 100,
JOBARGD EAST
Nicholson, Pamela .. 0.4.C. 4,932 58,88
Nicholson, Ina M, ,. PN, 3,204 39.21 1,648
Ware, Opku Remeses,. N.J.A.C. 107 1.28
Price, Lennox Fervyn I.N.D. 18 0.21
Rejected Votes .. .. 35 0.42
TOTAL VOTES CAST . 8,376 100,
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Sl FEMANDO Ens?

AVSOTH, WILLIA 85, K LELLAND STREZD, §7 JOSEPB VILLAGE
BARGA,  OROONKO 7, TREDERICK STREE?, NARABELLA
WODG, PATRIK {5, TNICN PARK BAST, MARABELLA
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CAESAR, CRARLES L,

DS, REGIAND J,
LO0MAED, DNSTON
MEAED, NIZAN

YACOCB, NAZRUDESN

DORSON, STEVE
LBMTS, SN 0,
WAEARAS, STEPERY .,
OO, AKO K,

PREVATT, LEOK X,
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APPEIDIX 1 Cowed,

62, SDEAVOUR ROAD, CUAGUANAS
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RAEJATOAN, BORACE
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APPERDIX 11

Summary of Registrations completed and changes of addresses and

other amendmente effected to the records during the period of

Electoral Registration 17th August - 25th August, 1981, 4
‘NISTRATION AREA OF lRmISTﬁATlONS CHANGES OF ADDREﬁSES AND
OTHER AMENDMENTS 'TO
REGISTRATION RECORDS
1. City of Port-of-Spain 295 487
2. Borough of San Ferpande 151 267
3. The Borough of Arima )
&, The Wards of Arima, n.nehu-onu.; 178 d 374
and San’ Rafael:
5. The ¥Ward of Diego Martin 674 951
6. The Ward of Tacarigua 294 584
7. The Ward of St, Amn's 467 764
8. Counties of St. Andrev and St, David 71 11
9. County of Caroni 274 294
10, The Ward of Pointe-a-Pierre, Savana 194 142
Grande and Ortoire
11. The Wards of Naparima and Moruga 293 318
12, The Wards of Siparia and Erinm 162 126
13, The Wards of La Brea and Cedros ) 122 69
14, Borough of Point Fortin )
15. County of Nariva/Mayaro 45 48
16, Tobago 92 &
TOTAL T'dad & T'go
3312 4,617




ST _OF CANDIDATES

ELECTORAL OISTRICT

JRINIOAD

1.
2.
3'
4
L
6.
7.
"
9.
10,
",
t2,
13,
14,
15,
16,
17.
18,
19,
20,
20,
22,
23,
24,
25,
26,
27,
28,
29

.

Diego Mertin West
Ofego Martin East
Diego Mertin Centrsl
Port-of-Spsin North
Port-of-Spein South
Port-of=Spasin test
St, Anns West

St, Anns East
Leventills
Barateris

Sen Juan

St. Joseph
Tunspuns

St,, Augustine
Aroucs

Arima
Toco/Manzanilla
Neriva

Caroni East
Chaguanas

Couve North

Couvas South

Sen Fernando West
San Fernsndo East
Pointe-A-Pierre
Naperima

Princes Town
Tebequite
Ortoire/Maysro
Oropouche
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APPENDIX 111

NAME OF CANDIDATE
ELECIED

Hugh Francis

Norma Lewis -~ Phillip
Joseph Lequis
Oversnd R, Padmore
Roneld J, Yilliems
Cuthbert Joseph
Jehn S, Donaldson
George M, Chambers
Uesmond H, Cartey
Kamaluddin -Mohsmmed
Muriel Donaws
Shamshuddin Mohsmmed
John P, Scott

John D, Humphrey
Parilyn1. Gordon
Ashton Ford

tlming tlarke - Allen
Herdeo Hardsth
Menichsn Ramssren
Winston C, Dookeresn
Besdeo Panday
Kelvin Remnsth

Errel Mahabir
Petrick Manning
Winston A, Hinds
Emmanuel Hosein
Amoy Mohammed

Nizem Mohammed

Leon X, Prevstt
Trevor T, Sudama
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TRICT AND THEIR PARTY AFFILIATION

* PARTY
AFFILIATION

P.N.M,
PoN.M,
P.N.,
PuN.P,
aPoNG M,
P.N.N,
PoN.M,
P.N.M,
PN,
P.N.R,
P.N.M,
P.N.M,
P.N.M,
UL,
P.N.M,
P.N M,
P.N.M,
P.N.M,
PuN.M,
U.L.F,
U.L.F,
u.L.F,
P.N.M,
P.N. M,
P.N.P,
U.L.F,
P.N.N,
U.L.F,
P.N. 14
U.L.F,




ELECTORAL DISTRICT

TRINIDAD Cont'd.
31, Siparia
32, Fyzabad
33, La Brea
34, Ppint tortin

TOBAGO
35, Tobago West
36, Tobago Esst

D.A.C.
P.N.A, -
U.L.F.

NAME OF CANDIDATE
ELECTED

Govindre Roopnarine
Winston Williams
Ian Anthony

Cyril A, Rogers

Janes 1. Ogiste
Pamela Nicholeon

Democratic Action Congress
People‘s National Fovement
United Labour Front, .

fa)]

PARTY
AFFILIATION

u.LF.
P.NM,
PN,
PoN.N,

D.ALE,
D.A.C,
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LIST 07 RETURWING ¥ 1cens
ELECTORAL DISTRICT BARE.OF REIUSWING 071 TcgR 0CCURATION
OIEG0 MATIN west FITZROY SOLORON RETIRED SCHOOL PRINCIPAL
OIEGO MRTIN CaST FELIX F10L08 PUBLIC OFFICER
O1CG0 MAATIN CENTRAL HARVEY LCuls PUBLIC UFFICER
PORTF<SPAIN HORTH EUGENE TSOleheraY CEGAL OVISCR, W1 TONAL INSURNCE B0MRD
PURTo0F oSPALK SOUTH FRANK PHILLIRS REVEWIE CFFICER L
PORTOF-SPAIN £AST USCAR BLEMAAN OEPUTY TOWN CLERK :
8T, ANN'S §EST 1V0R ALLUm PUBLIC GFFICER |
§T, AN'S AST CYRIL +0RDE RETIRED SCHOQL BRINCIRAL
LAVENTILLE JOSEPH P1ERRE PUBLIC O'HC{II'
BARATARTA JOHK D0uHER PUBLIC GFFICER
SN Juaw J0SEMH LEwTS VALUATION 0FF 2R
§T, e VILFAED Bags ACCOUNTANT ]
(ET YILM WILTSHIRE REVENIE FFICER, warDEN O°F10E
§T, WCUSTING IRVIN PIIOER CHLEF AUMINISTRAI1vE WFICER, ST, GEORGE ST
COUNTY CounciL
AROUCA LEONARD CELESTING

SCHOOL PRINCIPAL
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Ippendlx 1V<Continued
LIST UF RLTURNING UFF 1088

ELECTORAL DISTACY WG I ALTANING OFFLCER OCCIPMTION
WM ROBERT AOGERS TOWN CLERK
OGO/ AATANILL VIKTON S RETIRED SCHOL PRINCIPAL
MARLVA LESLIE: AL VALUATION OFFICER
CAAON] €457 1o At OALEF AOPDNISTRATAT OFFICER, CARDH
CONTY COunCIL
CHAGLANS EVERLL RSS YALLATION OTTCER
COONA METH L ROSEA RETIRED PUBLIC SERVAT g
(0 SUTH NRAC S SEH0L SIERVSER ’ E
SAN PERMNOD 4EST KEMETH HEMRY VALUATIN (FFICER !
SAN FLAIDD £ CARL HINS TOW CERK
BOINEobeP1 R TN HAPS VICE PRIRCIOA
WOAHI MIEAAEL EANGEL VL RIKIPA
ARINCES Touh 3 STR SCMDOL PRINCIPAL
TABNITE JUSITH PAUL SCHUOL PRINCIAL
ORIOIRE/ AR CLIFFORD RANUMA CHTEF ACACNISTRNTIVE CF1CER MRLVA/mhYARD
CONTY COURCIL
RUPOUCHE THONS P LEAK RETIRED SCAON RINCIPAL
SIAAIA ISH SECShN SOHOOL PRINCIPAL




L1 A 2
LIST uf RETUNING ¥F1ciRS
ELECTURAL O13TRILT M RRILNNTNG D 1R OLCUPATIUN
HUBy MSILS CASSINTKE CHIEE AONINISTRATIVE OFFICER, §T, PATRICK
COUNTY COUMCIL
U 6AcA RN SYLUAK VALUATION OFF1CR
OINT FORIIN RALE B0 Touw QA
TO8KG0 vEsT AOMALD LEsLE VALUATION FF1CER '
TGO East BEAT 205¢% CHIEF AOMINISTRATIVE OFF1CER, ToBhco

vez
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JELEVISION TALK BY COMMISSIONER MK, SIFEON ALEXANDER
Appendix 5 OF ‘THE ELECTICH AND BOUNUARIES COMitlSSION.
DECLARING REGISTRATION WEEK (27/4-3/5/81) BPEN

Ladies and Gentlamen,

(1) The €lections and Boundsries Commission has designated the 7-day period
beginning Mondsy, April 27 to Sunday May 3, 1981 as Registrstion Week in
Trinidad snd Tobago,
(2) Some people may esk, why s registration week when there are fscilities
svailable throughout the year fér registration?
(3) The answer lies in the fact that hundreds of persons crowd the Commission's
offices on polling day with the hope of esteblishing their right to vots or to
sscertain whether thelr names appear on the.List of Electors,
(4) Another reason is the failure of all these persons who change their place
of residence to notify the appropriate renistration officer of such chenge of
eddress,
(5) A third resson concorns those marrind women, who posses ldentlrlcatfén cards
in their maiden name and since their marrisgs, hesve taken no step to register
afresh under their marrisd name.
(6) Apart from these three reasons, there are those who ask such question ass
What must I do to be raglstarldg and others who feel that obstacles are
unnecessarily put in the way of the citizen seeking registration . In actual
fact, all that is required is for the person seeking renistration teo co to the
anprooriate registration officer with the necessary documents to establish
identity,
(7) The ourpose of Ragistration Meek is, therefore, tc highlinght recistration
and to focus ettention on the facilities provided by the €lection and Boundaries
Commiseion for registration and matters fncidentsl! thereto and tc provide specisl
fecilitiss for the more lethargic of our citizens so thst {t will not be possible
for then to say "I did not know," or "] did not have the time."
(8) A few minutes spent st the repistration centre now will perhaps savs you
hours of waiting during the perind of peak scitvity, »
(9) This country hes what is psrhesps the most sccommodating reoistration system ’
in the world. It should, therefore be possible to produce the most up to date
1ist for en election.
(10) Without the co-operstion of citizens, however, this cannot be schieved in &
system in which registration is voluntary and there sre no ssnctions sttached to
non-compliance.
(11) The Commission stands ready to do its pert. The ball is, therefore, In your
court,
(12) It is, therefors, with the sxpectation of tota) public participation that I
have plessure in declaring Reciatrstion Week open, snd in so doing, } commend to
you the words of our late Prime Minister in describino the Nstion ldentification
Cerd when he spoke during a Repistration Week in Rugust 1961.

" It makes you feel that you belonq to

Trinidad snd Tobago, end it proves that

you da belong, It is an slegant Docu-

ment of which you will be proud when you

receive it,"
(13) Goodnight and thank you.




