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REPORT
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Chaguanas West Parliamentary By-Election held on July 29, 2013

(a)
(b)
(©)

(d)

GIVING

the number of votes polled for each candidate, by polling divisions;
the number of rejected ballots;

the number of names on the revised list of electors and on the list
of special electors;

any other information that it may deem fit to include.
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and Tobago Sy
Commission

12" December, 2013

The Honourable Speaker of the House of Representatives
Office of the Parliament

Level 3, Tower D

International Waterfront Centre

1A Wrightson Road

Port-of-Spain

Sir,

The By-Election to fill the seat in the Parliamentary Electoral District of Chaguanas West, which
was declared vacant on Friday 10™ May, 2013 by the Speaker of the House of Representatives,
took place on Monday 29" July, 2013 on the basis of a Writ of Election dated 21* June, 2013
issued by His Excellency, the President of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago.

The statement following is submitted in compliance with the provisions of Election Rule 108 (6)
of the Representation of the People Act, Chap. 2:01 (the Act) which requires the Elections and
Boundaries Commission (the Commission) to “... cause to be printed” “...after each election™ a

report giving:

“(a) the number of votes polled for each candidate, by polling divisions;
(b) the number of rejected ballots;
(c) the number of names on the revised list of electors and on the list of special electors, and,

(d) any other information that it may deem fit to include.”

The data requested in respect of (a) and (b) above are given in Appendix I, and in respect of (c)
in Table I of Appendix IV. Other supplementary information relevant to (d) above is provided

hereunder.
1. Electoral Registration and Revised List

In accordance with section 30 of the Act, an Electoral Registration was conducted from Tuesday
28" May to Friday 7" June 2013; a period that included two (2) public holidays: Corpus Christi,
celebrated on Thursday 30" May and, Indian Arrival Day, commemorated on Friday 31% May,
2013. These two holidays were discounted in accordance with section 159 (1) of the Act. The
four (4) Registration Area Offices involved in the electoral registration were those for the

Scott House, 134-138 Frederick Street, Port of Spain, Trinidad & Tobago, West Indies
T: 868 623-8320/4622 F: 868 627-7881
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Registration Areas of Chaguanas, Arima/Piarco, San Juan and Tunapuna. The number of Polling
Divisions in the Electoral District embraced by these offices totalled thirty (30).

Within the Electoral Registration period there were thirty-eight (38) transactions comprising four
(4) first-time registrations, eighteen (18) internal-transfer transactions and sixteen (16) external-
transfer transactions. As part of its preparation for this activity, the Commission’s Department
posted appropriate publicity announcements in the print and electronic media so as to encourage
eligible electors to embrace the opportunity to regularize their registration status. Electoral

Registration proceeded without hitch or incident.

For the nationwide Parliamentary Election held on Monday 24™ May 2010, the number of
electors on the Revised List of Electors for the electoral district of Chaguanas West was twenty-
five thousand, seven hundred and fifteen (25,715). By comparison, the electorate on the Revised
List for the By-Election of 29" July 2013 for the same Electoral District totalled twenty-seven
thousand and forty-five (27,045), equivalent to an increase of approximately 5.2 per cent.

2. Polling Stations and Staffing

Fifty-one (51) polling stations were established throughout the Electoral District to serve electors
in the existing thirty (30) Polling Divisions. These polling stations were established at fourteen
(14) venues throughout the electoral district. Refer to Appendix ITL

Three hundred and six (306) prospective poll-day staff underwent training. However, only two
hundred and seventy-six (276) out of the lot were recruited to work on polling-day. The latter
included fifty-one (51) Presiding Officers, fifty-one (51) Deputy Presiding Officers, three (3)
Roving Officers, eighteen (18) Information Officers as well as Poll Clerks and Officers-in-Charge
of Ballot Boxes. The poll-day staff were trained by ten (10) main trainers and ten (10) assistant

trainers.
3. Contesting Parties and Conduct of the Poll

The former Member of Parliament for the Chaguanas West Constituency whose seat in
Parliament was declared vacant on Friday 10™ May, 2013 had, subsequent to his resignation,
applied to the Commission in his capacity as Interim Leader of a new political party, the
Independent Liberal Party (ILP), for assignation of a party symbol for the ILP. This was done on
Thursday 27" June, 2013, one day after publication of the Form No. 35: Notice of Election.
Having therefore complied with the provisions of Election Rule 23 (2), the Commission approved

the symbol.
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At the close of Nomination-Day proceedings conducted on Monday 8" July, 2013, six (6)
candidates, including the Interim Leader of the ILP, had been nominated to contest the election.
However, only five (5) candidates actually contested the election, the candidate of the Party for
Integrity and Morality in Politics having withdrawn his candidature on 24" July, 2013. The
names of the contesting candidates, their party, the abbreviations of the party names and the
descriptions of their symbols are shown in the following table.

Name of Political

Name of Candidate Party Abbr. Description of Symbol
AMEEN, KHADIJAH United National UNC The Rising Sun Over the Trinity Hills
Congress above the letters UN.C. with the

word Alliance written between

MEIGHOO, KIRK Democratic National DNA A frontal view of ascending steps,
Assembly enclosed in circle

NORMAN, OLIVER Naticnal Coalition for NCT Trinidad and Tobago is the land of
Transformation the Hummingbird

SINGH, AVINASH G. People’s National PNM Balisier Flower
Movement

WARNER, JACK AUSTIN | Independent Liberal ILP A single sugar cane stalk at the left of

Party

a pumping jack above the letters ILP
enclosed by two circles, the inner of
which is broken at the top of the
sugar cane stalk. Independent Liberal
Party is written between the two

circles at the lower arc

The total number of persons who cast their vote in the Chaguanas West By-Election, amounted to
eighteen thousand, two hundred and ninety-nine (18,299). Thus, approximately 67.66% of those
listed as qualified to vote, exercised their franchise. Of this figure, forty-five (45) or
approximately 0.25% of the ballots cast were adjudged as rejected.

The total number of electors who qualified to vote as special electors for the Chaguanas West By-
Election was seventy-nine (79) which is equivalent to 0.29% of the Electoral District’s electorate.

Of this number, only seventy-two (72) cast their ballots.
4. Results

The Interim Leader of the Independent Liberal Party (ILP) emerged as the winning candidate of
the Chaguanas West By-Election, having secured twelve thousand, six hundred and forty two
(12,642) votes or 69.09% of the polls. The candidate of the United National Congress secured the
second highest with five thousand, one hundred and thirty (5,130) votes or 28.1003% of the total
votes cast. The People’s National Movement’s candidate secured four hundred and twenty-six
(426) votes; the Democratic National Assembly’s candidate thirty five (35) votes; and the
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candidate for the National Coalition for Transformation twenty one (21) votes. As a consequence,
the latter three participants lost their deposits having each secured less than one-eighth of the

votes cast.

5. Public Education and Publicity

Commencing with the Electoral Registration period, the Communications Unit of the EBC’s
Department mounted a public education and publicity campaign in which radio and newspaper
advertisements were aired and published for the duration of the electoral registration. Subsequent
to this, statutory newspaper advertisements were published with information that supported the
electoral process, for the benefit of both the electorate and candidates. The original intention of
the Communications Unit was to practise niche education and disseminate information to the
electorate of the Chaguanas West Electoral District only relating to voting procedures. However,
due to widespread attention of the election and the focus of the nation, information was
disseminated via national media such as newspaper and radio. Press releases and letters to the
editor were also published to inform the voting population of the voting process and also to avoid

any possible miscommunication in the public domain.
6. Electoral Observation by the Commission

Electoral observation by the Commission commenced with visits to polling stations from 1:30
a.m. on polling-day. The early-morning visits, under police escort, were undertaken to the
fourteen (14) venues embracing the total network of fifty-one (51) polling stations in order to
observe their state of readiness, Presiding Officers and other election officers comprising the staff
complement of polling stations having been told previously to have them in a state of readiness
by mid-night before polling-day. With few exceptions, this instruction had been followed.

It was also observed that there were several instances of breaches of the law concerning actions
aimed ostensibly at influencing electors to vote for a particular party by way of plethoric displays
of party symbols within the boundary of a polling station delimited under the provisions of
section 91 of the Act.

The contesting Parties’ spokespersons branded this particular campaign with heat from the very
onset, galvanizing their constituents to action geared towards absolute defeat of the other. It was a
very stinging, bruising period of campaigning. The nation was gripped in the maelstrom of the
offerings from the platforms of the prime protagonists contesting, targeting each other’s principal

contestants. There ensued a tense, highly-charged atmosphere nightly.
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In response, commentators and columnists, priests and pundits of all stripes added their voices to
restraint, calling on the combatants to exercise better judgement and circumspection in the
manner of campaigning. It turned out to be a very hostile, bruising time for Chaguanas West and

the display of former allies at each other’s throats with animus was quite a spectacle.

The Commission separated into two groups for the observation of poll-day activity during the

hours of 6:00 a.m. — 6:00 p.m. All polling stations were visited.

In general it was found that the entire election process ran properly and smoothly.

Y ours faithfully,

NORBERT MASSON
CHAIRMAN
....... o ) >
MARK RAMKERRYSINGH LEWIS W. CHARLES
MEMBER MEMBER

NOEL KALICHARAN
MEMBER
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Appendix ITI

11

LOCATIONS OF POLLING STATIONS

Polling Stations #

Venue

Address

1596-1, 1596-2,
1791-1, 1791-2

Vishnu Boys’ Hindu College

Light Pole No. 139 , Southern Main
Road, Caroni

2730-1, 2730-2,
2765-1, 2765-2,
2765-3

Munroe Road Government
Primary School

School Lane, Munroe Road,
Cunupia

2735-1, 2735-2, 2736,
2740

Munroe Road Hindu School

Light Pole No. 18, Ajodha Road
Bejucal Cunupia

2741, 2755-1,
2755-2,2755-3,
2760, 2761, 2762

Charlieville Presbyterian
School

Caroni Savannah Road
Charlieville

2745-1, 2745-2

Caroni Presbyterian School

Knaggs Street, Frederick Settlement
Caroni

2750-1, 2750-2,
2750-3, 2930-1,
2930-2, 2935-1,
2935-2

Felicity (S.D.M.S.) Primary
School

Cacandee Road, Felicity

2860

Endeavour Hindu School

Rodney Road, Endeavour
Chaguanas

2865-1, 2865-2, 2870

Charlieville A.S.J.A., Primary
School

A.S.J.A. Avenue, Caroni Savannah
Road, St. Charles Village

2866, 2871 A.S.].A. Boys’ College A.S.J.A. Avenue, Caroni Savannah
Road, St. Charles Village

2867 Saraswattie Girls” College New Settlement Road
Chaguanas

2875-1, 2875-2, Chaguanas R.C. School Henderson Street, Chaguanas

2875-3, 2915-1,

2915-2

2880-1, 2880-2, 2885 | Chaguanas Government 10th Avenue, Orchard Gardens

Primary School Chaguanas

2890-1, 2890-2 Presentation College St. Yves Street

Chaguanas

2920, 2925-1, 2925-2,

2926-1, 2926-2

Felicity Presbyterian School

Cacandee Road, Felicity
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